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I’m officially in love with colour at the moment. Perhaps it’s 
the lighter evenings, the new flowers tentatively preparing 
for their spring debut, or the wonderfully electric shades 
seen at recent catwalk shows. Whatever the reason, it is 
making me view my knits in a new light and helping me to 
break out of my colour-palette comfort zone. 



Colour can truly change the feel of a design. 
Worked in muted colours, a project can be 
calming and peaceful, but the same project 
can become fun and zingy with a few simple 
tweaks. We take a look at the theory behind 
colours (pg90)and howyou can make your own 
choices with confidence. Our designs this issue 
reflect the current trend for colour too, with the 
deliciously vibrant Portnoo Poncho (pg 6), the 
striking tea cosy (pg 30) and a stunning exercise 
in upcyclingwith Melanie Porter’s Lampshade 
and Lampstand set (pg 42). We interviewed 
Melanie in Issue 50, and are delighted to be able 
to bring her designs to you. 

Not to be outdone on the’Wow Factor’ front, 
we chat with Max Alexander (pg 24), who is well 



known for her quirky and humorous knits - 
including a miniature knitting octopus! We can’t 
wait to see what Max comes up with next. 

We were also lucky enough to talk to Meg 
Swansen about her life of knitting. Meg has an 
amazingfamily heritage, being the daughter of 
the much loved Elizabeth Zimmermann, but is 
very much a legend in her own right, too. She 
is to thankfor bringing many essential books 
back into circulation - we take a look at some of 
these in our run-down of classic books (pg 59) 
that should be in every knitter’s library. Why not 
unleash your inner artist and try out new and 
interesting colour combinations with Barbara 
Walker's Knitting Treasury close at hand? 

Enjoy the issue, 

Zoe Clements, Editor 



Drop mealineat zoe@tailormadepublishing.co.uk 
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PATTERN 

PortNoo Poncho 



PortNoo Poncho 



Banish the blues and beat April showers with this bright poncho -stripes 
and simple Fair Isle techniques make it a breeze! 




DESIGNER 



KRISTINA ENGLISH 



Kristina dreams away many an hour 
planning colour sequences to reflect 
the seasons and nature. 'There’s also 
a colourfor every emotion,” she says. 
‘Tou can tell I was feeling happy when I knitted this poncho! 
The colours are uplifting and cheerful!” 



“As soon as I saw the colours of this beautiful Silk 
Garden and Kilcarra Tweed, I knew I just had to 
knit something cosy and comfortable to wear either 
outside or indoors. Why not create a dash and wear 
it on a walk in the country or shopping in town or 
cuddle up on the sofa with your favourite book? 
Portnoo is a Natural Heritage area in Donegal, and 
as the Kilcarra Tweed is a traditional Donegal yarn, 
the name seemed fitting!” 



DIFFICULTYJ 



INTERMEDIATE 



SKILLS USED 



■ Colourwork (stripes and 
stranded) 

■ Knitting in the round 

■ Knitting in rows 



FINISHED_^^| 

MEASUREMENTS 



■ One Size 

■ Hem Circumference: 
131 cm/51 Min 

■ Length: 63cm/25in 
(front); 72cm/28Min 
(back) 



YARN USED 



Noro, Silk Garden 

■ 45% mohair, 45% silk, 
10% wool 

■ 50g/100m/109yd 

■ MC: Colour 87-5 balls 

Knoll, KillcarraTweed 

■ 100% pure new wool 

■ 50g/80m/87yd 

■ Yarn A: PortNoo (Dark 
Red) -3 balls 

■ Yarn B: Tara (Pink) - 
2 balls 

■ Yarn C: Tullagh (Purple) 
-2 balls 

■ Yarn D: Ederny (Yellow) 
-2 balls 



■ Yarn E: Rapho (Red) - 
2 balls 

■ Yarn F: Ballybofey 
(Ecru) -2 balls 

■ Yarn G: Riona (Dark 
Purple) -2 balls 



TENSION 



■ 18 stsand 28 rows 
per 10x1 0cm/4x4in 
using 5mm (US 8) 
needles in st st. Exact 
tension is not crucial 
but differing tension 
may affect final 
measurements and 
amount of yam used 



NOTIONS 



■ Two 5mm (US 8) 
circular needles, one 
80cm/32in long and 
one 100cm/40in long 

■ Waste yarn 

■ Eight stitch markers 

■ Tapestry needle 

■ 1 5cm/4-6in length of 
1 cm/Min width ribbon 

■ Sewing needle 

■ Co-ordinating sewing 
thread 

■ Two Norwegian pewter 
clasps 
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YARN REVIEW 

Kristina says “These 
two Aran yarns are a 
dream to work with. Not 
only are the colours a 
joy to see as the pattern 
develops; but the yarn 
feels deliciously soft 
between your fingers.” 

YARN ALTERNATIVES 

♦ SAVE 

PatonsUK,Colourworks 
Aran/Drops Karisma 

♦ SPEND Lang Yarns, 
MilleColori/Debbie Bliss 
EcoAran 

♦ SPOILYOURSELF 

Noro, Kureyon/Rowan 
Felted Tweed Aran 



SPECIAL STITCH PATTERNS 



Bobble Cast Off 

*Cast off 5 sts. (Kfb) twice into next st, turn. P4, turn, k4, 
tu rn, p4, tu rn, (k2tog) twice. (SI i p fi rst st on RH nd I over 
second st) twice. 1 st rem on RH ndl. Cast off 5 sts. Rep 
from * until fewer than 6 sts rem, cast off to end. 

ColourSequence 

2 rnd s/rows in E 
2 rnds/rowsin MC 
2 rnds/rowsin B 
2 rnds/rowsin MC 
2 rnd s/rows in D 
2rnds/rowsinMC 
2 rnds/rowsin A 
2rnds/rowsinMC 
2 rnd s/rows in C 
2 rnds/rowsin MC 

Rep these 20 rnds/rows for patt. 

Moss Stitch 

(worked over an odd number of sts) 

Row 1 : (K1 , p1) to last st, k1 . 

Rep this row for patt. 



size to 5.5mm (US 9), 6mm (US 10), or 6.5mm (US 11). 
Also, bear in mind that any garment knitted with Silk 
Garden wiirgive’ due to its high silk content. 

PONCHO 

UsingMC,cablecaston96stsandjoinin 
the rnd, ta ki ng ca re not to twist sts. 

Rnd 1: (K2, p2) around. 

Rnds2-9: (K2 with MC, p2 with A) around. 

Kniti rnd with MC. 

Rnd 11: With MC, (k12, pm) around. 8 markers placed. 

Begin ColourSequence and knit 2 rnds. 

Cont in ColourSequence and stst, begin increases 
asfoll: 

Inc rnd: *M1 R, knit to m, sm; rep from * to end. 8 sts 
inc’d 

Cont in patt, rep last rnd every 3 rnds 1 6 times more, 
switching to longer needle when necessary. 232 sts 




PATTERN NOTES 

Work all sts in stst unless stated otherwise. 

The pattern as written will fit most sizes but if you wish 
to make a larger version, simply increase the needle 



After increases are complete, work 22 rnds more 
in patt. 

Houndstooth Section 

Knit4rndsinA. 

a 
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PATTERN 

PortNoo Poncho 







PATTERN 

PortNoo Poncho 




yarn. Cont across first 11 6 sts of rnd for Front, working 
backand forth as follows: 

Front 

ChangetoMC. 

Next row: Moss st 5, work in St st to last 5 sts, moss st 5. 

Rep last row 1 5 times more. This sets the patt for a st st 
front with a moss st band on either side. 

Cont in patt as set, work 4 rows in A. 

N ext row (RS): M oss st 5 with A, (k1 with A, k1 wit h D) to 
last 5 sts, moss st 5 with A. 

Next row: Moss st 5 with A, (pi with D, pi with A) to last 
5 sts, moss st 5 with A. 

Rep last 2 rows once more. 

Work 4 rows in A.** 

Works rows in MC. 

With MC, knits rows for garter stitch edge. 

With MC, work Bobble Cast Off 

BACK 



Switch to F and work as follows: 



Work across the remaining 116 sts as for Front to 



Rnd 89: *K2, sl2; rep from * to end. 
Rnd 90: Knit. 



Cont in St stwith mossst borders as set, work 2 rows 
in E. 



With E, rep Rnds S9-90. 
With F, rep Rnds S9 -90. 
With G, rep Rnds S9-90. 
With F, rep Rnds S9-90. 
With E, rep Rnds S9-90. 



Next row(RS): Moss st 5 with E, (k1 with D, k1 with E) to 
last 5 sts, moss st 5 with E. 

Next row: Moss st 5 with E, (pi with D, pi with E) to last 5 
sts, moss Sts with E. 

N ext row (RS): M oss st 5 with E, (k1 wit h D, k1 wit h E) to 
last 5 sts, moss st 5 with E. 

ContinStstwithmossstbordersasset,work2 rows 
in E. 



With F, rep Rnds 89-90. 



Work 12 rows in MC. 



Knit4rndsinA. 



With MC, knit 8 rows for garter stitch edge. 



Knit 9 rnds in MC. 



With MC,work Bobble Cast Off 



Knit2rndsinG. 



FINISHING 



Rnd 1 1 8: *K1 with F, k3 with G; rep from * to end. 
Rnd 1 1 9: K2 with F, (k1 with G, k3 with F) to last st, k1 
with F. 

Rnd120:*K1 with F, k3with G; rep from* to end. 

DIVIDE FOR FRONT AND BACK 

Place last 1 1 6 sts of rnd on holder or length of waste 



Weave in all ends. 

Reinforce the Top’ of each side slit by sewing, on the 
reverse side, a 4cm/1 .5in hemmed piece of ribbon. 
Finally, sew a Norwegian pewter clasp on the outside of 
the poncho at the top of the side slit. 

Wash gently, block into shape, dry and 
wearwith attitude! 
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Colour Group (GB) 



THE KNITTY GRITTY 

~ What's happening right now in the world of wool 




Kaffe Fassett receives award 

Turner Prize Group honours work for colour in art 



ELEBRATED KNITWEAR DESIGNER 
KAFFE FASSETT WAS CHOSEN to 

receive an award for his contributions 
to working with colour by TheTurner Prize 
Colour Group and he proudly picked up his 
medal in February. 

The Turner Medal is awarded every second 
year to celebrate a distinguished artist or art 
historian and we are delighted they selected 
Kaffe! The presentation evening was well 



attended by over 100 people, including many 
from the knitting industry, and people in the 
audience were knitting Kaffe’s patterns while 
they waited. Later in the evening Kaffe gave 
a lecture on ‘Glorious Colour’, during which 
he showcased his latest projects. After the 
lecture and medal presentation, audience 
members had a chance to meet Kaffe and get 
their copies of his book. Dreaming in Coiour, 
signed by the man himself. 





ICELANDIC 

HANDKNITS 

HELENE MAGNUSSON 
£20 Voyageur Press 
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Inspired by the 
traditional 
hand-knitted 
artifacts from 
the Textile 
Museum in 
Bionduos, Heiene 
Magnusson has designed 
25 Iceiandic knits inciuding 
mittens, scarves, hats and 
sweaters. It's interesting 
to find out more about the 
Textiie Museum Heiene 
took inspiration from and 
to read about the Museum's 
history and recent 
exhibitions in the foreword 
as it ties the two together 
very niceiy. Knitting in 
Iceiand is truiy unique, 
deveioped due to the harsh 
ciimate and the techniques 
reflect this. 

Each pattern and 
technique has been 
beautifuiiy iaid out on 
the page and has been 
divided into chapters 
inspired by different 
aspects of Iceiandic knits, 
which are compiemented 
by breathtaking scenic 
photography too. 

We've a fabuious pattern 
from the book for you to try 
out on page 62! 
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NEW YARN 
ARRIVAL 



At Unravel we discovered 
some stunning yarn that has 
crossed the Atlantic for UK knitters 
For a while now, weVe been coveting 
patterns on Ravelry that have been 
designed using American favourite 
Becoming Art yarn. This beautiful yarn has 
a lovely twist that offers great stitch 
definition, bringing out the best in any 
design. Now, UK knitters can sample the 
delights it has to offer via Aragon Yarns. 
Becoming Art sits nicely alongside the 
luscious, Canadian Indigodragonfly and 
SweetGeorgia in the Aragon shop. Why 
not visit www.aragonyarns.co.uk, we re 
sure you’ll be tempted. 



CRAFT ON TV 

Fabric: Really Ripping Yarns is a three- part 
series scheduled to air on TV this autumn. 
One of the episodes features the history 
of British knitting from the 1 920’s to the 
1980’s and the UK Hand Knitting 
Association (UKHKA) have helped out. 

Aspokeperson for the UKHKA tells us 
they are “committed to every aspect of 
yarn crafts - from passing on skills 
through our volunteer network to all 
aspects of information.” 

Georgina Leslie, BBC Director and 
Producer says, “We were so grateful to the 
UKHKA for its excellent website which 
gave us plenty of food for thought and 
information along the way.” It’s a little way 
off from our screens but we can’t wait to 
see it. It will be great to have knitting on a 
primetime slot at last. 



I Ik" 

UanH Ifnittino 

Association 

:>:> www.ukhandknitting.com 

Iravelry 



facebook 




13-21 April 

Bath In Fashion 



BATH, BANES 



» Bath in Fashion returns for its 
fourth year and welcomes Vogue 
Knitting designer Brandon Mably of 
the Kaffe Fassett Studio to run his 
latest workshop ‘Colour in Design’ 
focusing on knitting, needlepoint 
and patchwork. For more 
information visit www. 
bathinfashion.co.uk 



4-6 April 



Creative Stitches & Hobbycrafts 



EXCEL, LONDON 



» If you are free in April then be sure to head down to London’s Excel Centre for 
another popular Creative Stitches & Hobbycrafts Show. There is plenty on offer over 
the three fun-packed days that will surely quench your crafty thirst. Not only will you 
be able to peruse the many stalls to buy your yarn goodies but there will also be a 
range of free workshops, demonstrations and talks to enjoy and to improve your 
skills. For a full programme listing and ticket prices, head to www.ichf.co.uk 



Until 7 April 

Stitch and Think Bristol 

» The Stitching and Thinking exhibition is taking 
place at the Bristol Museum & Art Gallery until 
7 April. The main thread running through the 
exhibition is the importance of continuing hand 
skills within a ‘creative practice’ illustrated by 
showcasing artists within the Stitch and Think 
research group. The exhibition also includes a 
number of talks and workshops that are suitable for all ages. Entry to the museum is 
free but it’s advised to pre-book the workshops. Visit www.bristol.gov.uk for details. 




16 April-14 May 

Learn to knit with NEST LONDON 

» Do you know someone who says that they want to learn how to knit but never 
gets around to it? Well, be sure to point them in the direction of beautiful London 
yarn shop. Nest. They are running beginners’ knitting courses taught by Amy 
Christie, which begin in April and run over five evenings. The classes include how to 
knit, purl, cast on and cast off plus shaping. How to read patterns and begin simple 
designing will also be included. To find out more visit www.handmadenest.co.uk 



12 Yarnwise April 2013 



stitch and Think Exhibition 









Festival of Spring 
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27-28 April 

Wonderwool 

Wales : BUILTH WELLS 

» We can’t believe a whole year has 
passed since the last Wonderwool but 
we aren’t complaining here in the 
Yarnwise office! It doesn’t matter what 
your crafty preference is as 
Wonderwool, now in its seventh year, 
provides for all yarn crafts. 

Wool enthusiasts will be able to view 
what’s on offer with around 175 
exhibitors who will display and sell 
plenty of yarns, fibres, books, and 
equipment for knitters, crocheters, 
spinners, weavers and felters. For ticket 
information and opening times head to 
www.wonderwoolwales.co.uk 




o 



29 April-19 May 

The Festival of Spring I colonsay 




»The Colonsay Festival of Spring is an 
annual event, showcasing just what the 
small Hebridean Island has to offer. Run over 
three weeks, each day is packed with 
activities and workshops. Colonsay resident 
Yasmin Milburn uses ‘Colonsay-grown’ 
Hebridean & Blackface sheep’s wool and 
runs the knitting workshops. The classes are 
run on two afternoons of every week of the 
festival, leaving plenty of time for other craft 
workshops - such as fused glass jewellery, 
fabric printing and stained glass panel 
making - as well as outdoor pursuits and 
evening talks, local music and art 
exhibitions. To view the timetable in its 
entirety, head to www.colonsayevents.co.uk 




» Yarnwise has joined forces with 
the organisers of the Creative 
Stitches & Hobbycrafts show to 
give away ten pairs of tickets. For 
your chance to win, email helen(^ 
tailormadepublishing.co.uk with 
your name and address where the 
winners will be picked at 
random. The draw closes on 
3 April 2013. Good luck! 
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LITTLE CHARITY 
KNITS 



A new mum to a premature baby has 
been inspired by personal events to 
start a knitting group for charity. 

Katie Forman gave birth to a baby girl 
who only weighed 4lb 15oz and her 
family struggled to find clothes to fit 
her. So Katie decided to do something 
to help clothe other premature babies. 
She began to encourage everyone she 
knew to knit clothes for smaller babies 
and her new charity/knitting group 
donated them to worthy causes. For a 
list of the charities Katie and the group 
knit for head to their website at www. 
woolatwork.webs.com 




KNITTING BY 
THE SEA 



What better way to relax on your holiday than 
with a pair of knitting needles in your hands? 
The Westcliffe Hotel, Blackpool has a range of 
knitting holidays on offer throughout the 
year. The short breaks include workshops on 
how to knit jewellery, to how to finish your 
projects, a knitting to fit workshop with Susan 
Crawford, plus Christmas knitting with Paula 
Chew. The holidays include full board in an 
en-suite room and all workshops, materials, 
trips to yarn shops and refreshments are also 
included in the price. To view the range of 
holidays available head to www.westcliffe- 
knitting.co.uk - but be quick as they’re 
being booked up fast! 
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Paula, Westcliffe Knitting 







KNITTED ACCESSORIES 

£12 

Yiskah Knits has designed beautiful bamboo 
cord bracelets in a range of colours. Visit www. 
notonthehighstreet.com orcall 0845 259 1359 



KNITTED POUFS 

£139.95 

Add some knitted furniture to 
your home with a gorgeous cotton 
knitted pouf To view the full range of 
designs and colours, head to www. 
nordichouse.co.uk 



SEW CRAFTY 

£6.15 

We think these simple sheep brooch kits by 
Fibrespace are greatfor little crafters. Visit 

www.notonthehighstreet.com orcall 0845 
259 1359 formore details. 



WISH LIST 



rvtv) 



Yarnwise brings you the best in 
knitting accessories, notions, gift 
ideas and all-round, must-haves 












JOT IT DOWN 

£11.95 EACH 

These pretty Rob Ryan notebooks 
are ideal for keeping knitting notes or 
keepingtrackofyourcurrentpattern. 

Visitwww.shop.twinings.co.uk 



BUTTON FUN 

£3.93 EACH 

Accessorise your knitting bags with these 
fun buttons every knitterwill relate to. 
Head to www.etsy.com/shop/pepsy to 
view the range of buttons on offer. 



WALL ART 

£45.81 

The 3D lola Swings’ knitted canvas wall decor 
by Okapiknits would be ideal for a child’s 
room. Each knitted canvas is made to order. 

Visitwww.etsy.com/shop/okapiknitsto 

viewthe range ofwall hangings. 



SHEEPY 

RUCKSACK 

£38 

Herdy have expanded their range and 
created this delightful rucksack kit. 

It includes British herdy wool in six 
colourways and full instructions. Visit 

www.herdy.co.ukfor details. 



KNIT EFFECTS 

£58 

The Catkin Collection has a stunning range 
of handmade knitted effect porcelain 
vases that will complement any home. 

Headtowww.catkin-collection.co.uk 

to view the designs on offer. 
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Taking the fashion 
world by storm 





» We love big knits, and the designers at Sibling 
have recently been showcasing their eye- 
catching designs on the catwalks of recent 
fashion shows. Sibling consists of Joe Bates, 
Cozette McCreery and Sid Bryan and they 
explain that they “wanted to look at New York 
rather than London punk. It was the meeting of 
Britain and America that was interesting for us. 
It was the idea of being a suburban teenager 
appreciating the cool of New York punk but 
living in a nowhere land in Britain. When you 
grow up you appreciate both sides; the 
domestic has become as important to us as all 
of the cool stuff in what we do.” 

Even though much of the 
collection is giant in scale, it 
doesn’t shy away from technical 
skills including Fair Isle 
techniques. It uses ‘cut and shut’ 
fashion to challenge men’s 
knitwear whilst retaining a sense 
of humour. Be sure to keep an eye 
out for our interview with the team 
later on in the year. 



Crafting with the Austens 

Join Jane Austen's House Museum asthey showcase a range of crafts 



» With the bicentenary of Pride & Prejudice 
falling this year, the Jane Austen’s House 
Museum is organising a number of activities 
throughout the year. In April there will be a 
focus on needlework and knitting. Sue Dell, a 
Volunteer Education Assistant at the Museum 
explains, “The idea for such days stems from a 
very funny piece in Pride & Prejudice where 
there is a discussion of what accomplishments 
a lady should have. Jane Austen was, herself, a 
very fine needlewoman and she mentions a 
range of other skills in her books and letters. We 
have examples of some of the work she 
produced, including a patchwork quilt made by 
Jane, her sister, Cassandra and their mother. 
Amongst the stewards at the House we have 
several who are accomplished in such crafts as 
embroidery, knitting and patchwork,and we will 
have people showing off their crafts skills on 
our Accomplishments Days’. We will have 




people knitting in the House, and showing 
items they have made, and talking to the public 
about the skills involved and how they would 
have been used in Jane’s time. Visitors will also 
have the opportunity to knit a row of a scarf 
that we will be making while independent wool 
shop. The Knitting Habit in Alton will supply the 
wool.” For more information head to www.jane- 
austens-house-museum.org.uk 



KNIT BACK IN TIME 

GERALDINE WARNER 
€15.99 Searchpress 

Vintage fashion is 
I still on trend and 
tW Geraldine Warner 
has brought 
together all her 
knowledge into this must-have 
book for vintage lovers. 

The book includes 
techniques on howto update 
patterns and shows you howto 
add a little Yetro styling’ into 
modern-day patterns. There is 
also a comprehensive guide on 
how to assess your pattern, 
how to substitute yarns and 
adjust sizes to more current 
body shapes. 

HOMEMADE KNIT, SEW 
& CROCHET: 25 HOME 
CRAFT PROJECTS 

ROS BADGER AND ELSPETH 

THOMPSON 

£5.99 Collins 

Whetheryou want 
to introduce a 
friend to knitting, 
orfancy increasing 
your skills to 
include sewing and crochet, 
this little book offers some 
great beginner projects. 

Inside are instructions to 
create beautiful items for the 
home and to wear. From 
cushions to buntingand a hot 
water bottle cover to a denim 
chair, you’ll be making classic 
projects in no time. 





GET FEATURED! 

If you would like your news stories 
to be featured on these pages, 
please email helen@ 
tailormadepublishing.co.uk 
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J&S,2PLY JUMPER 
WEIGHT 

is available at 

www.shetlandwoolbrokers. 

co.uk 

£2.75 for 25g 
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PATTERN 

Damaressjumper 



Damaress J u m per 

Traditional designs never go out of fashion and this Fairisle jumper is a 
perfect example of a classic favourite 




Liz lives and works on the small Orkney 
island of Flotta. She has been knitting 
and designing since she was small, and 
enjoys bringing traditional stitches to 
modem knitters. Her website iswww.northernlace.co.uk, 
and she sells her patterns on Etsy and Ravelry where she is 
known as northernlace. 



DESIGNER 



ELIZABETH LOVICK 



“I was wanting a traditional 
design on a modern shape and in 
modern colours. The colours were 
important, and when I found pink 
and blue marls along with the solid 
pink, blue and grey I knew exactly 
what I wanted to do ! ” 




Finished bust 


78 


87 


96 


105 


113 


122 


131 


cm 




30 V4 


34^ 


3TA 


41^ 


44>^ 


48 


3VA 


in 


Length 


56.5 


58 


60.5 


61.5 


64 


66 


68.5 


cm 




22^ 


22^ 


23A 


24^ 


25^ 


26 


27 


in 


MC 


6 


7 


8 


10 


12 


14 


17 


balls 


Total metres 


690 


805 


920 


1150 


1380 


1610 


1955 


m 


Total yards 


750 


875 


1000 


1250 


1500 


1750 


2125 


yd 


CC1 


3 


4 


5 


6 


7 


9 


10 


balls 


Total metres 


345 


460 


575 


690 


805 


1035 


1150 


m 


Total yards 


375 


500 


625 


750 


875 


1125 


1250 


yd 


CC2,CC4&CC5 


2ballseach 


Metres 


230 nn 


Yards 


250 yd 


CC3 


1 ball 


Metres 


115m 


Yards 


125 yd 
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DIFFICULT^ 



ADVANCED 



SKILLS USED 



■ Increasing 

■ Decreasing 

■ Colourwork (stranded) 

■ Sleeking 

■ Pick up & knit 

■ Knitting in the round 

■ Knitting in rows 

■ Working from a chart 

■ Seaming 



YARN USED 



Jamieson and Smith, 

2 plyjumper Weight 

■ 1 00% Shetland wool 

■ 25g/115m/125yd 

■ Colours: 

■ MC: 1 (white) 

■ CC1:203 (light grey) 

■ CC2: 27 (mid grey) 

■ CCS: 54 (dark grey) 

■ CC4: FC61 (blue/grey) 

■ CCS: FC51 (pink/grey) 



EASE 



Ocm/Oin ease 



TENSION 



■ Work 28 sts and 30 rows over 
Damaress Chart pattern to measure 
10x10cm/4x4in using 3.5mm (US 
4) needles, or size required to obtain 
correct tension. 



NOTIONS 



■ 2.5mm (US 1) circular needle, 
60cm/24in long or longer (depending 
on size made) 

■ 3mm (US 2) circular needle, 
60cm/24in long or longer (depending 
on size made) 

■ 3.25mm (US 3) circular needle, 
60cm/24in long or longer (depending 
on size made) 

■ Two 3.5mm (US 4) circular needles, 
one 60cm/24in long or longer 
(depending on size made), and one 
40cm/1 6in long for sleeves 

■ Long thin needle (2mm or smaller) for 
picking up stitches 

■ Row counter 

■ Five stitch markers 

■ Five stitch holders (or waste yarn) 

■ Tapestry needle 



SPECIAL STITCH PATTERNS 

KTS: Knit the steek stitches 

PATTERN NOTES 



YARN REVIEW 

Liz says “In my opinion^ I 
J&S s 2 ply jumper weight L 
has been the best yarn i 
for Fair Isle work for : 
generations ! The shades 'l 
blend well with each ■ 
other; and the yarn is | 
sticky’ enough to make : 
steekingeasy!” : 

YARN ALTERNATIVES | 

♦ SAVE Patons, Diploma 
Gold 4 ply 

♦ SPEND Knit Picks, T 
Palette 

♦ SPOILYOURSELF f 

Rowan,Cashsoft4ply p 



Ifyouwantto wear the sweater tight without a shirt, 
go for the size beneath your bust measurement. If 
you want it looser, go for the same size asyour bust 
measurement, orthe one above. 

The body is worked in the round with sleeks at the 
armholes and neck. 

The cuffs are worked flat in rows, then the two sleeves 
are worked upwards with sleeks between them, a 
method sometimes called 'Siamese sleeves’. 

The raglans are sewn, and then the neck is knitted in 
the round. 

All charts are worked in stocking stitch, using colours as 
designated. 

The markers are only mentioned when important. At all 
othertimes, slip the markers as they appear. 

ToWorkSteeks 

Sleeks are worked over 7 sts, alternating main colours 
in current rowof chartand startingand endingwith a 
stin MC. 

Measurements and pieces on schematic are shown 
after sleeking but before seaming. 



BODY 



With 3mm (US 2) needles and CC1, cast on 
21 6 (240: 264: 288: 312: 336: 360) sts. Join 
in the round, being careful not to twist sts, and 
pmforbegofrnd.Work5cm/2inin k1,p1 rib. 

Change to 3.5mm (US 4) needles and MCand kniti rnd. 

Change to st st and beg chart, working 24-st rep 9 (1 0: 
11:12: 13: 14: 15) times across rnd and breakingand 
joining the colours as required. 

When work meas 10(10: 11.5: 11.5: 13: 13: 14)cm or 
4 (4: 4%: 4%: 5: 5: 5>2)in from cast on (or desired length 
to beg ofwaist shaping), cont as foil: 

Change to 3.25mm (US 3) needles and workfor 
2.5cm/1in. 

Changeto3mm(US2)needlesandworkfor2.5cm/1in. 
Change to 2.5mm (US 1) needles and workfor 5cm/2in. 
Change to 3mm (US 2) needles and workfor 5cm/2in. 
Change to 3.25mm (US 3) needles and workfor 
4cm/1>2in. 

Change to 3.5mm (US 4) needles and workfor 
2.5cm/1 in, or desired length to begofv-neck. 

Split forV-neck 

Rnd 1 : Patt 52 (58: 64: 70: 76: 82: 88), ssk, pm, put next 
ston holderforcentre ofneck ribbing, cast on 7 sts for 
neck steek, pm, k2tog, patt 52 (58: 64: 70: 76: 82: 88), 
pm (underarm marker), pattto end of rnd. 

You now have a neck steek with a marker each side. The 
start of the rnd is the centre of the left underarm, and 
there is a marker at the centre of the right underarm. 

Rnd 2: Pattto 2 sts bm, ssk, sm, kts, sm, k2tog, pattto 
endofrnd.2stsdec’d. 

Rnd 3: Work even in patt. 

Rep last 2 rnds 6 times more. Piece meas approx. 
5cm/2infrom beg of neckshaping. Make note of last 
row of Cha rt worked. 

Begin Armhole Shaping 

Rnd 1 : Cast off 3 (5: 7: 9: 1 1 : 1 3: 1 5), patt to 2 sts bm, ssk, 
sm, kts, sm, k2tog, patt to 3 (5: 7: 9: 1 1 : 1 3: 1 5) sts bm, 
cast off 6 (1 0: 1 4: 1 8: 22: 26: 30) sts (removing underarm 
marker), work to last 3 (5:7: 9: 11: 13: 15) sts of rnd, cast 
off remaining sts ofrnd. Breakyarn. 

Rnd 2: Cast on 7 sts for the left arm steek, pm, pattto 
marker, sm, kts, sm, pattto underarm cast off, pm, cast 
on 7 sts for steek, pm, work across back to beg of left 
arm steek, pm, work the first 3 sts of the steek to make 
the change ofrnd in the centre of the steek, pm for new 
beg ofrnd. 

Rnd 3: Kts, *sm, k2tog, pattto 2 sts bm, ssk, sm, kts; rep 
from * twice more. 6 sts dec’d 

Rnd 4: Work in patt. 3 
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Rep last 2 rnds 1 2 (1 4; 1 6: 1 8: 20: 22: 24) times more. 
Neckdecreasesare now complete. 

Contarmholedecreasesonlyasfoll: 

Next rnd: Kts, sm, k2tog, pattto marker, sm, kts, sm, 
pattto 2 sts bm, ssk, sm, kts, k2tog, pattto 2 sts bm, 
ssk,sm,kts.4stsdec’d 
Next rnd: Work in patt. 

Rep last 2 rows 14 times more. 1 st for each side of Front 
and 45 (49: 53: 57: 61 : 65: 69) sts for Back. 

Next rnd: Castoffthesteeks, leaving the sts forthe 
Fronts and Back on stitch holders or lengths of thread. 

SLEEVES 



With 3mm (US 2) needles and CC1 , cast on 54 (60: 60: 
66: 66: 72: 72) sts. Do not join. Work in k1, pi rib for 
5cm/2in. Breakyarn and leave on holder. Workanother 
piece the same, but do not breakyarn. 

Change to shorter 3.5mm (US 4) circular needle and 
MC. With RS facing, cast on 7 stsforthesteek, pm, knit 
across the sts of one cuff with MC, inc 1 st in the centre, 
pm, cast on 7 sts forthe other steek, pm; knit across 
the sts of the other cuff, increasing 1 st in the centre, 
pm, join in the rnd and knit thefirst3 sts ofthe steekso 
that the change of rnd is in the centre ofthe steek. You 
now have two sleeves of 55 (61 : 61 : 67: 67: 72: 72) sts 
separated bysteeks. 

Note: To centre chart on sleeve, beg each sleeve with 
st 9 (6: 6: 3: 3: 0: 0) of chart and work increased sts into 
chart patt. To end with the suggested length and end 
on the same row as the Body before the spittingfor the 
armholes, we suggest beginning with Row 1 8 of chart. 

Next 6 rnds: Kts, *sm, work chart to next m, sm, kts; rep 
from* once more. 

Begin Increases 

Rnd 1: Kts, *sm. Ml, work chart to next m. Ml, sm, kts; 
rep from * once more. 2 sts inc’d on each sleeve. 

Work 2 (2: 1 : 1 : 1 : 1 : 1 ) rnds even in patt. 

Rep last 3 (3: 2: 2: 2: 2: 2) rnds 1 7 (1 7: 20: 20: 23: 23: 26) 
times more. 91 (97: 103: 109: 115: 121: 127) sts for each 
sleeve. 

Work straight in patt until sleeves meas approx. 30.5 
(30.5: 32: 32: 33: 33: 34.5)cm, 12 (12: MVi.MVi: 13: 13: 
13>2)in from cast on, ending on same chart row as Body 
before armhole splitting. 

Shape Caps 

Rnd 1 : Cast off steek, *rm, cast off 3 (5: 7: 9: 1 1 : 1 3: 1 5) 
sts, work to 3 (5: 7: 9: 1 1 : 1 3: 1 5) sts before next m, cast 
off 3 (5: 7: 9: 1 1 : 1 3: 1 5), rm, cast off steek; rep from * 
once more. Breakyarn. 3 
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Damaressjumper 



SCHEMATIC 
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16.5 (18:19:21:22:23.5:25)cm 
eVi (7: IVi: SVa: 8%: 9V4: 9%)in 




78 (87: 96: 1 05: 11 3: 122:1 31 )cm 
30% (34V4: 37%: 41 V4: 44V2: 48: 51 y2)in 




Rnd 2: Cast on 7 sts for new steek, pm, work across 
first sleeve, pm, cast on 7 sts for steek, pm, work across 
second sleeve, pm, patt first 3 steek sts to bringthe beg 
of rnd into the middle of the steek. 

Rnd 3: Kts, *sm, k2tog, work to 2 sts before next m, ssk, 
sm, kts; rep from * once more. 

Rnd 4: Work in patt. 

Repeat last 2 rnds 1 7 (22: 26: 29: 32: 37: 39) times more, 
then rep Rnd 3 only 1 9 (1 4: 1 0: 8: 6: 1 : 0) times more. 1 1 
(13:15:15:15:17:17) sts rem 

Next rnd: Cast off steek, rm, k2tog, work to 2 sts bm, 
ssk, rm, cast off steek sts: rep from * once more. Leave 
the two sets of sts on separate threads. 

NECK 



Cut the steeks between the sleeves. Sew up the sleeve 
seams from the outside. Cut the sleeve steeks on the 
body. Workingfrom the RS, sew in the sleeves, matching 
rows. Cut the neck steek. 

Usinga thin needleand CC1, knit the 9 (11: 13: 13: 13: 15: 

1 5) sts from the top of the Left Sleeve, knit the 1 st from 



the Left Front, pick up and knit 70 (72: 74: 78: 82: 86: 88) 
sts down the leftside of the neck, pm, knit the 1 stfrom 
the thread in the centre front, pick up and knit 70 (72: 
74: 78: 82: 86: 88) sts up the right side of the neck, knit 
the 1 stfrom the Right Front, knit the 9 (11: 13: 13: 13: 15: 
1 5) sts from the top of the Right Sleeve, knit the 45 (49: 
53: 57: 61 : 65: 69) sts from the Back of the body. Join to 
work in the rnd. Pm for beg of rnd, if desired. 206 (21 8: 
230: 242: 254: 270: 278) sts 

Change to 3mm (US 2) needles. 

Rnd 1 : (K1 , p1 ) to 2 sts bm, ssk, sm, k1 , k2tog, p1 , (k1 , p1 ) 
to end of rnd. 

Rnd 2: (K1 , p1 ) to 3 sts bm, k1 , p2tog, sm, k1 , p2tog, (k1 , 
pDtoendofrnd. 

Rep Rnds 1 -2 five times more. Cast off in rib, dec 2 sts 
each side of centre neck as est. 

FINISHING 



Weave in all ends. 

Wash gently and dry flat. 
Cut offends. 
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30.5 (30.5: 32: 32: 33: 33: 34.5)cm 
1 2 (1 2: 1 21/2: 1 21/2: 1 3: 1 3: 1 3y2)in 





www.colourmart.com 

we source the best cashmeres, silks, 
alpacas etc from Europe's top mills and 
ship them worldwide... 

designer yarns, remainder prices! 






80 High Street, Coleshill, West Midlands B46 3 AH 
T: 01675 46641 8 | M: 07584 656701 



Bergere de France, 
Debbie Bliss, Rowan, 
Araucania, Colinette Yarns, 
King Cole, James Brett, Cygnet, 
Batons, Wendy, Twilleys, 
Peter Pan, Robin and Sirdar 



, www.rememberwhenshop.co.uk 



^ Ik it co^tchif^ -hjWKj 

perfect lik 





Stockists of 
Rowan, King Cole, 
Sirdar, Rico, 
Stylecraft, 
KnitPro & Clover 



Yarns, books, 
patterns, 
needles, hooks 
& morel 



In-store 
loyalty scheme 



Open Monday-Friday 9.30-5.00 
Saturday 10.00-5.00 
39 Brislington Hill, Bristol BS4 5BE 
0117 300 5211 www.getknitted.com 





THECAMPAIGN FQRWOOL 



Jamieson & Smith 

100% Shetland Wool from ihc Shetland Islands 



As Shetland's main wool buyer we can provide a 
wide range of yarns in a large variety of shades, 
all made from Real Shetland Wool: guaranteed. 

www.j amiesonandsmith.co.uk 










★ PlAYAKAZOO* 

SAY YES SHOP LOCAL 

SING 

WR^UEn^ LAUGH LOTS 



9881K COMMUNITY 



LOVE ALL TH E PEOPLE 

SHE! 



LONDON ELECTRIC RAILWAYS 




Helen Barker bravely enters Max s World: a place where horror 
knitting, strange creatures and knitted animations lurk 
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FEATURE 

MaxAlexander 




I find people react most to the humour 
in my work; it seems to generate a lot of 
smiles. The art which I enjoy the most 
generally has a certain lightheartedness 
and sense of joy to it 





Ithough some of Max’s designs 
border on the macabre, we 
needn’t have worried. Max’s 
creatures are beautifully 
designed and are rather 
endearing. MaxAlexander 
studied Sculpture at 
Camberwell College of Arts in 
London where she found 



during the second year of her degree. 

It transpires that Max has been knitting since 2005 when 
she was given a ball of wool and some needles as a birthday 
present from her Mother. “I started with a scarf which I don’t 
think I everfinished as I discovered much more interesting 
quicker things to knit thro ugh the Stitch h' Bitch book and 
soon after I found the huge world of internet patterns. I got 



really interested in knitting during my degree; I soon worked 
outthatyoucanknitthingsinanyshapeyoulikeand my first 
knitted sculpture was the Severed Monster Head, which is 
two metres tall. I’d already been working on projects that 
combined scary imagery with soft cuddly materials and 
knitting was the perfect medium to realise my ideas in.” 

Versatile medium 

The versatility ofwool appears to be very important to Max 
and she explains that this is a medium where people are 
i n te r p ret i n g text! I es i n so m a ny d iffe re n t ways . “ Yo u rea I ly ca n 
make anything from sticks and string. The most inspiring 
things for me come from being part of the wider craft 
communitythat’sfilledwith exciting creative people -for 
example, graffiti knitters, pattern designers and all the 
incredible artists working in wool. I met a great deal of them 
during the 2012 exhibition Wonders ofWool in Cumbria and 
everyone was using wool in a completely different way.” 



Above: Benoit the 
Bee print can be 
purchased from Max’s 
website 
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Gary Alexander gaspweb.co.uk 
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FEATURE 

MaxAlexander 




It isn’t surprising then to see Max take inspiration from the 
freedom of wool and re-create something completely 
different by marrying it with stop-motion animation. But how 
did it all come about? “I hadn’t been knitting long when I 
came across a pattern for some small creatures on knitty. 
com. They were very quick and fun to make and they seemed 
to have really distinct characters that I thought it would work 
well when animated. I didn’t have much of plan when I started 
animating them in The Knitties as I wanted to see howthey 
moved and work out what they wanted to do from there. It 
turned out they needed to start a band and one of them was 
secretly evil...!” 

At this point we had to ask Max just how she manages to 
produce knit animation and what the challenging aspects are 
in doing this. “One of the earliest problems to overcome was 
the fact that my characters would fall over all the time. It can 
also be pretty tough working in the dark all day as you need to 
make sure that the light stays the same so you can’t have any 
daylight interfering.” 

With continuity in mind Max explains you have to be very 
patient when creating the pieces. From the initial production 
of the knitted creatures to final animation can take months. 
“It takes too long! I worked on ‘I am Ahab’ for around ten 
months. Although having said that it, I have made some very 
short and simple pieces in one or two weeks.” 




Continued inspiration 

So knowing how long the process can take how does Max 
come up with so many wonderful, yet challenging and 
scary creatures and does it affect her next idea when 
knowing how long a project could take? “I think a lot of 
my ideas come from watching TV and films. I’ve had ideas 
for strange creatures whilst watching nature 
documentaries to horror movies. I’m currently working 
on knitted hexaflexagons, which are usually made from 
paper, and I discovered them through a YouTube video. 
They are hexagons that are folded from a long strip in a 
certain way that makes them have six faces. They are 
really fascinating and I’m developing a cowl based on 
their shape.” 

We’re huge fans of Max’s knitted octopus, a project that 
many knitters are probably familiar with. We wondered 
how long it took to make and how intricate the process 
was. “It took a couple of weeks. It’s knitted on 2.5mm 
needles with quite a fine yarn so some bits were fairly 
fiddly. The most time consuming bit was all the tentacles, 
but that was more due to getting a bit bored of doing the 
same thing after I’d made two of them.” 

The Octopus has been featured on many blogs and 
craft websites but Max tells us that one of the most 
unexpected reactions came in a recent email: “A woman 
from America got in touch to let me know that she’d had 
my knitting octopus tattooed on her leg. It was really 
flattering to hearthat someone liked the image of my 
work that much. I’ve also been really impressed with all 
the different versions that people have made from the 
pattern. There’s one with a laptop, another crocheting 
and lots of variations on the tiny hat.” 

Sense of fun 

The general reception for Max’s work is one embraced with 
fun and this is so importantto her. “I find people react most 
to the humour in my work; it seems to generate a lot of 
smiles. The art which I enjoy the most generally has a 
certain light-heartedness and sense of joy to it. I work hard 



Above: One of the 
best loved creations 
from Max’s World, the 
knitting octopus 
Far left; A colourful 
Monster’s severed 
head 

Top left; Max 

Alexander 

Bottom: The Knitties 
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on ideas that make me laugh and hopefully that comes 
through and HI find something that other people will 
enjoy too” 

The sky’s the limit when it comes to original ideas; they 
seem to come naturally to Max. She explains one other 
favourite things to work on is cartoon characters. “If I’m 
not able to animate something I like to bring it to life 
through a cheeky expression or glint in the eye. I also 
really enjoy making jewellery; I originally started making 
jewellery as I wanted a way to express my love of knitting 
when it was too warm for knitwear. It’s really lovely to 
know that I’m helping lots of other knitters to do that 
same thingall around the world.” 

Not only does Max create her own earrings but her 
talents also lie in knitting as she beams when she tells me 
she also dyes her own yarn for the earring range. “I 
wanted bright rainbow colours for my jewellery and the 
best way for me to get the full range in the right weight of 
yarn was to use acid wool dyes. I’m thinking of working 
with natural dyes for future collections. They look like 
they’d be a lot of fun to experiment with.” 

With so many ideas swirling around Max’s head at any 
one time it does beg the question, what does she do 
when she isn’t knitting and thinking of the next scary 
addition to the portfolio? “I regularly practice Aikido. It’s a 
Japanese martial art and one of the key themes is co- 
ordination of mind and body in daily life. It’s totally 
absorbing and very enjoyable. I became a bit obsessed 
with it lastyearand I’m even planningto try out a new 
martial art soon.” 




So what’s can we expect to see next? “Well, I’ve 
recently discovered the existence of an underwater 
creature called an Axolotl. They look like prehistoric 
cartoon characters and I really want to make a knitted 
one. He’ll also need to have a silly hat to match the 
octopus’s tiny top hat. If it works out I’ll release a pattern 
and there can be an army of knitted axolotls!” 

So far, 2013 doesn’t look like it will be slowing down for 
Max as she is planning to release at least one new knitting 
pattern every month on herwebsite and on Ravelry. She 
also has a lot of ideas for a new jewellery collection. But 
you could say the most important thing for Max thisyear 
is “to keep having fun with yarn!” 

Max's website: www.maxsworld.co.uk 



Above: Ahab 
animation -the 
creation that took ten 
months to complete 
Left: Just some of the 
colours on offer in the 
earring range 
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PATTERN 

Cheery Cosy 



Cheery Cosy 

Citrus brights are a favourite of fashionistas this season - why limit it to 
clothes, when a tea cosy can carry it off so well! 




Sharon is the dyer at fivemoons yarns, 
and is potty about strong, glowing 
colours. She is currently in love with the 
many shades of yellow that surround us 
in spring. See heryarn atwww.fivemoons.co.uk 



DIFFICULTYi 



SKILLS USED 



INTERMEDIATE 



I Decreasing 
I Knitting in the round 
I Knitting in rows 
I Bobbles 



FINISHED 



MEASUREMENTS 



I Circumference: 
50cm/19Kin 
I Height: 20cm/8in 



YARN USED 



BODY OF COSY: 
Colinette, Prism 

■ 70% wool, 30% cotton 

■ 100g/114m/125yd 

■ Colour: Wasabi 
Squeeze (162) - 1 
skein 

BOBBLES: 
fivemoons, Luna dk 

■ 100% superwash 
merino wool 

■ 25g/56m/61.56yd 

■ Colours: 

Indigo blackberryCdark 
blue-violet)- 1 skein 
Blooming berry (pink- 
violet) - 1 skein 



fivemoons, Mah dk 
minimoon 

■ 100% Bluefaced 
Leicesterwool 

■ 25g/56m/61.56yd 

■ Colours: 

Pout (pink) - 1 skein 
Sprite (green)- 1 skein 

fivemoons, Luna 
(Falkland) dk minimoon 

■ 100% superwash 
British Falkland merino 
wool 

■ 25g/56m/61.56yd 

■ Colour: Riot (semi-solid 
orange) - 1 skein 



TENSION 



IWork15stsand21 
rows in st stto measure 
10x10cm/4x4in using 
5.5mm (US 8) needles, 
or size required to 
obtain tension 



NOTIONS 



lSetof5.5mm(US9) 

dpns 

1 4mm (US 6) straight 
needles 

I Tapestry needle 



“A cheerful pile of minimoons, a boringly naked teapot 
on a dull day and the design of this effervescently 
clownish tea cosy became inevitable. However, it 
would look equally good worked in neutral or undyed 
fleece colours.” 



YARN REVIEW 

Sharon says “Colinette 
Prism is a thick and thin 
loosely twisted single 
ply of wool with a cotton 
binder. Soft and lofty, 
it gives an interesting 
textured surface and traps 
plenty of air to keep your 
pot warm. The fivemoons 
25g dk minimoons 
provide brilliant pops of 
colour in small amounts.” 

YARN ALTERNATIVES 
BODY OF COSY 

♦ SAVE: King Cole, 

Value Chunky 

♦ SPEND: Sirdar, Click 
Chunky with Wool 

♦ SPOIL YOURSELF: 

Sublime, Luxurious 
Woolly Merino 

BOBBLES: 

♦ SAVE: Stash bust using 
any double knit scraps and 
leftovers. You will need 
110cm per bobble. 

♦ SPEND: Jamieson’s of 
Shetland Double Knitting, 
100% Shetland wool 

♦ SPOIL YOURSELF: 

fivemoons, Artemis dk 
25gminimoons 



SPECIAL STITCH PATTERNS 



Bobbles 

Cast on 1 St, leaving a 1 0cm tail. 

Row 1 : Kfb twice. (4 sts) 

Row 2: K1, kfb twice, k1 . (6 sts) 

Row 3: K1, kfb four times, k1 . (10 sts) 

Row4:K1 row. 

Row 5: K1 , k2tog fou r ti mes, k1 . (6 sts) 

Row 6: K1 , k2tog twice, k1 . (4 sts) 

Slip 2nd St over first st, slip 3rd st over next st, slip 4th 
St over next st. Pass workingyarn through remaining 
st, pull loop tight, and trim tail to 10cm. Shape bobble 
by pullingon the two tails togetherwhilst placing 
a fingertip inside the bobble, then pinch the edges 
together. 

PATTERN NOTES 

To fit a standard 2-pint teapot, the fit should not be 
too tight in order to gain maximum efficiency in heat 
retention. You may knit this cosy using a single short 
circularneedle,butwillrequiredpnsasthedecreases 
are worked towards the end. The tail of the yarn will 
mark the beginningofthe round between ndls 1 
and 3 (where the holeforthe handlewill be worked), 
butif usinga circularndl placea stitch markeratthe 
beginning of the first round. 

TEACOSY 



With Colinette, Prism and 5.5mm (US 9) 
dpns, cast on 76 sts using long tail (or other 
stretchy) method, and arrange evenly over the ndls. 

Join to work in the round. 

Rnd 1 : K1 , (p2, k2) to last 3 sts, p2, k1 . 

Rnds2-4:Rptrnd 1. 

Rnd5:P1,k36,p2,k36,p1. 

Handle and spout openings 

Row1(RS):P1,k37,turn. 3 
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PATTERN 

Cheery Cosy 




Row 2 (WS): K1 , p 37, tu rn. (38 working sts) 

Rows 3-1 4: Rpt rows 1 and 2 six times more. 
Row15:Rptrow1. Breakyarnand rejoin with RSof 
remaining 38 sts facing, which are sts 39 to 76 of the 
original round. Work rows 1 -1 5 on the remaining 38 sts 
so that the two sides match. 

Close spout opening 

Row 1 6: With WS facing, k1 , p36, k2, p37, tu rn. (76 
working sts) 

Row17(RS):P1,k75,turn. 

Row18(WS):K1,p75,turn. 

Rows 19-22: Rpt rows 17 and 1 8 twice more. 

Close handle opening 

With RS facing, recommence working in the round. 

Next rnd:P1,k74. 

Next rnd: Kail sts. 



Rnd 7: (K2tog, k5, k2tog, k4) four times. (44 sts) 

Rnd 8: (K2tog, k4, k2tog, k3) four times. (36 sts) 

Rnd 9: (K2tog, k3, k2tog, k2) four times. (28 sts) 

Rnd 10: (K2tog, k2, k2tog, k1) four times. (20 sts) 

Rnd 1 1 : (K2tog, k1 , k2tog) fou r ti mes. (1 2 sts) 

Rnd 12: (K2tog) six times. (6 sts) 

Breakyarnand thread through last six sts, drawing tight 
to close the hole in the fabric, and fasten end. 

BOBBLES 

Using4mm straight ndls, make 8 bobbles in each of 
the 5 colours ofDKyarn,leavingstartandendtailsofat 
least 10cm on each one. Attach the bobbles randomly 
overthe outer surface by threading both tails of each 
bobble through the tapestry needle eye, then sewing 
through the cosy and securingthe tails on the inside. 



Decrease rnds 

Rnd 1: (K2tog, k8, k2tog, k7) four times. (68 sts) 

Rnds2,4&6: Kail sts. 

Rnd3:(K2tog, k7, k2tog, k6) four times. (60 sts) 
Rnd 4: Kail sts. 

Rnd 5: (K2tog, k6, k2tog, k5) four times. (52 sts) 



Alternatively, you could attach your bobbles in an 
organised pattern. 

FINISHING 

Weave in ends. No blocking required. 
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PATTERN 

Candy Twist Cushion 







£^5 

Candy Twist Cushion 

A diagonal faux-button band adds extra interest to a single cable repeat 

cushion - mix it up further by raiding your vintage button box! a 
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DESIGNER 




LOUISE BUTT 




Louise Butt has been designing for 
nearly 25 years, from garments and 
accessories to sell in her mum’s Cornish 
yarn shop, to patterns for magazines 



and books. See more of her patterns on Ravelry where she is 

yarnylou or Tweet (^loubuttdesigns 



“Many cushion covers close with 
a straight envelope type flap. I 
wanted this one to close with a 
diagonal flap. I added the cables 
because the stitch definition in this 
yarn is so neat.” 



DIFFICULT^ 



INTERMEDIATE 



SKILLS USED 



I Decreasing 
I Cables 
I Seaming 



FINISHED 



MEASUREMENTS 



I To fit a 

30x30cm/12x12in 
cushion pad 



YARN USED 



Artesano, Aran 

■ 50% alpaca, 50% wool 

■ 100g/132m/144yd 

■ Shade: Lomond (5083) 
-2 skeins 



TENSION 



IWork16.5stsand 
16 rows in Cable 
Pattern to measure 
1 0x1 0cm/4x4in with 



5mm (US 8) needles. 
While correct tension 
is not essential to this 
project, yardage may 
vary if it differs 



NOTIONS 



I A pair of 5mm (US 8) 
needles 
I Cable needle 
I Tapestry needle 
I Five buttons (we used 
mismatched ones) 

I Matching thread 
I Sewing needle 
1 30cm/12in square 
cushion pad orfibrefil 



ABBREVIATIONS 



I C6B: Slip 3 Sts onto 
cable needle, hold at 
back of work, k3; k3 
from cable needle. 




PATTERN NOTES 

The buttons on this cushion are purely for decoration - 
no button holes are worked. As an alternative to a cushion 
pad insert, as this is a small cushion, you can also use 
fibrefil and sew the diagonal seam shut. 

CUSHION 

Cast on 58 sts. 

Rows 1, 3 & 5 (RS): P4, *k6, p2, k1 , p2; rep from * 3 more 
times, k6, p4. 

Rows 2, 4 & 6: K4, *p6, k2, pi , k2; rep from * 3 times more, 
p6, k4. 

Row 7: P4, *C6B, p2, k1 , p2, rep from * 3 more times, 

C6B, p4. 

Row 8: Rep Row 2. 

Rep these 8 rows until piece measures 51 cm/20in from 
cast on, ending with a WS row. 

Next row (RS): K1 0, patt to end. 

Next row: Patt to last 1 0 sts, k1 0. 
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PATTERN 

Candy Twist Cushion 




YARN REVIEW 

Lou says “This is a 
fabulous yarn to work 
with. It glides over the 
needles and offers great 
stitch definition.” 

YARN ALTERNATIVES 

♦ SAVE 

Bergere de France, Baltic 

♦ SPEND 
Debbie Bliss, 
CashmerinoAran 

♦ SPOIL YOURSELF 

Fyb respates. 

Scrumptious Aran 



Begin Decreases 

Row 1 (RS): K1 , ssk, k8, patt to end. 

Row 2: Patt to last 1 1 sts, k8, k2tog, k1 . 

Rep these 2 rows until 1 0 sts rem. 

Next row (RS): Ssk, knit to end. 

Next row: Knit. 

Rep these 2 rows until 2 sts rem. 

Next row: K2tog, cut yarn and fasten off. 

FINISHING 

Weave in ends. 

With WS facing, fold cast on edge up to meet start of 
garter stitch decreases, and fold the triangular edge 
inside so that it is sandwiched. 

Join the side with three full edges first 
side and turn right side out. 

Sew buttons onto diagonal edge 
(optional). 

Insert cushion pad or stuffing. 



.Join the other 
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INTERVIEW 

MegSwansen 




BOR N TO 

KNIT 

MegSwansen may have rock-star status in the knitting world, hut 
she is no diva and willingly shares her stories of knitting, designing. 



LE Hi Meg, you've contributed so much to 
the world ofknitting, indeed plenty of us 
knitters (including me) will forever be in 
your debt forthe 'Jogless Jog' technique for 
knitting stripes in the round. How do you 
feel a bout the legacy that you've given the 
creative world? 

MS:Thankyou; that is gratifying! I continue to 
feel that my legacy is keeping my mother's 
work available. Although, now that you 
mention it, I suppose that I have come up with a 
few things besides the Jogless Jog- knitting 
backwards, blipless entrelac, purl when you 
can, square l-Cord, intentional/accidental 
increase... 

LE Knitting is in the blood, a re your two 
children keen knitters? We understand that 
they attended a school where knitting was 
actively encouraged -did this influence 
your decision to send them there? 

MS: Yes, both children attended a Waldorf 
school forthe brief time we lived in Los 



Angeles. The founder of the Waldorf system, 
Rudolph Steiner, believed hand knitting (and 
music) could be responsible for teaching 
positive, useful and even essential skills: 
manual dexterity, maths, hand/eye co- 
ordination and intellectual development in 
general - not to mention artistic creativity. Our 
two children are both knitters (their father was 
a mental-knitter and helped me with most of 
my designs). My son Cully has also become a 
knitting designer and is carrying on his 
grandmother’s work. 

It is through Cully's effort that Elizabeth 
Zimmermann’s newest book. Knit One Knit All, 
was published last year. More recently. Cully's 
masterly adaption of EZ's iconic Baby Surprise 
Jacket (initially designed for Cully when he was 
in-utero)from a flat garter stitch unit to a 
circular, stranded stocking stitch jacket was 
made available in March 2013. 

LE You must come across a great deal of 
newtechniques on your travels and 



Interactions with other people. What has 
surprised you, what have you found most 
useful, and what Is the most unusual 
technique you've come across? 

MS: I was most surprised to find out that Elsa 
Schiaparelli’s famous Bow Knot sweater was 
NOT intarsia, as I'd always thought, but 
Armenian knitting. When Joyce Williams and I 
became aware of that technique, it opened the 
floodgates to an entire new world of colour 
pattern possibilities. We eventually combined 
our designs into the book, Armen/an Knitting. 

LE Can you rememberyourfirst proper 
knitted projectand how old you were when 
you made It? I'm curious because I was eight 
when I made my first top. In discontinued 
dyelotsfrom my mum's wool shop. 

MS: Yes -a scarf for my Auntie Pete when I was 
about seven or eight. Knit in regular garter 
stitch, but (with my mother's help) it had short 
rows around the back of the neck to shape it 
into a horseshoe. 
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INTERVIEW 

MegSwansen 




Previous pages: 

Meg and son Cully 
at Camp 2012 & 

Meg in one other 
colourwork designs. 

Above: Elizabeth 
Zimmermann taken 
on the set when 
filming Kn/ff/ng 
Workshop DVD 



LB How do you like to design patterns? Are you a 
'squeeze the wool and an idea will come into your head", 
'play with a swatch to see where it goes", or a 'plan out an 
idea on paperfirst" type of designer? 

MS For colour pattern motifs, I like to play with charts on 
the computer-especiallyfor 'picture knits" such as 
Weeping Sun/Moon, Phoenix, etc. 

Lf It is obvious from your abundance of designs that 
you like to use colour work in exciting ways. How do you 
go about choosing which colours to work with? 

MS: I have a deep love for natural, undyed shades of wool - 
and there is little trick to combiningthem successfully. For 
dyed colors, my sources of inspiration are the countryside 
around me, and paintings. 

LF What isyourfavourite fibre to workwith? Does it 
differfrom project to project? I"m currently alpaca 
obsessed and putting it into designs from jumpers to 
cushion covers. 

MS Wool. I have experimented with other fibres and wool 
blends but I always return, gratefully, to 100% wool. 

LE I n your lace bookA Gathering of Lace, you state that 
a 'true knitter will turn to knitting lace". Do you have any 
ti ps for those of us who ca n"t quite face knitti ng with the 
fine yarn and needles? 

MS A few of the many lovely things about knitting: You are 
presented with myriad choices of what to knit, what 
materials and colours to use, and what method or styles to 
adopt. Nothing is mandatory. If fine needles and lace weight 
wool do not appeal to you, then by all means eschew them. 
Actually, most of my lace shawls are doily patterns knitted in 
laceweightwool, but on huge-diameter needles. 

LF You"re an accomplished knitwear designer and also 
run the very successful Schoolhouse Press. What is a 
typical day for you, if such a day exists? 

MS: In recent years, much of my daily knitting time is taken 
up by the computer. I answer knitting questions, write 
knitting articles, try to record instructions for a new design I 
am working on, or carry on with recent Schoolhouse Press 
designs or books. I usually get my actual knitting done in 
the late afternoon and evening. 



LF Inthe1950"s your mother, Elizabeth, was an 
inspiration to many knitters. Getting them to think 
beyond the pattern and showing them howto knit 
freely. What was it about her style, do you think, that 
people so readily took to? 

MS: I believe itwas her sense of humour and the 
conversational writing style. Her attitude and philosophy 
toward knitting spilled beyond her written patterns and into 
real life. In her scrapbooks are, literally, scores of letters from 
knitters with the phrase, “...you have changed my life.” Is 
t h a t n ot ext ra 0 rd i n a ry? 

LF Herlegacyisstillgoingstrongtoday,and is being 
nurtured and expanded on by you. What was it like to 
grow up in a house of such creativity and knitting? What 
canyourememberaboutyourchildhood?Was there 
any question that you would take on the 'family 
business" so to speak? 

MS: Indeed, her name and influence continue to grow. My 
mother always had numerous knitting projects underway; 
they were scattered about the house and in the cars, so 
they could be picked up and worked on whenever there was 
time- like stopping for a red light. My transition into the 
knitting business was quite gradual. I thinkthe month I 
spent in Iceland and my discovery of Unspun Icelandic wool 
was a turning point. 

LE Your mother started the popular knitting retreats, 
what was her expectation of them at the time? 

MS Du ring the first few years (1974+),shewas simply hired 
by the University ofWisconsin to teach knitting for a 
Continuing Education program. She was happy to do it, but 
had no expectation that classes would continue, she never 
guessed they'd eventually have such enormous appeal. 

LE Just as rock fa ns vie for tickets to the latest concert, 
knitters from all overthe world clamourfortickets to 
one ofyour retreats in Marshfield, Wisconsin. What is 
about these getaways that make them so special? 

MS: I’m sure that the connection to Elizabeth Zimmermann 
is largely responsible. And perhaps because itwas the very 
first retreat of its kind in the United States and is -after 40 
years -still extant, it has taken on a kind of classic status. 

LE Were they originally intended to spread Elizabeth"s 
love of knitting, to meet like-minded people orto pass 
on new techniques? Ora culmination of all three? 

MS: Yes, to spread her love of knitting and impart her 
unique techniques, alongwith herapproach to seamless 
garment construction. Her first book had been published a 
few years before the first camp and was taking a foothold, 
so each year the gathering of knitters grew. The original 
location was a lovely little jewel of a lake in the northern part 
ofWisconsin. 

LE You obviously saw the importance of the retreats to 
carry on with their organisation afteryour mother 
retired. What role do you see them playing to the 
knitting community? 

MS* ‘Carrying on" four back-to-back groups each July is 
facilitated through hard work done during the rest of the 
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Above left: Michelle in lace poncho from Meg’s Lace Knitting DVD. Above right, top: Armenian knitting -the outside/inside of 
one of Meg’s Armenian caps. Above right, bottom; Weeping sun/moon sweaters worn by Cully and Dale Long taken at Camp. 
Below left; A shot from Camp 1 991 , Elizabeth Zimmermann is in the front row. Below: The Russian stove in the SHP warehouse 



Ourmain mission 
is to keep Elizabeth 
Zimmermanns 
designs available - 
and after all these 
years, we continue to 
unearth previously 
unpublished 
patterns 











INTERVIEW 

MegSwansen 



year by my daughter-in-law, Michelle Wolfe, my long-term 
friend and helper, Eleanor Haase, and Tami Robus, our 
office manager. Once Camp is underway, Cristie Jacobs 
sees that knitters have everything they need, and my 
assistant Amy Detjen remains at my elbow during classes 
(where she has been for 17 years) and keeps us all laughing. 
Camp sessions are driven by Campers. Originally there was 
one group per summer. As applications grew in number, we 
added a second week for new attendees and kept the 
originalweekfor'OftTimers’. Soon the new attendees 
formed a family and claimed the second week as their own, 
so we found ourselves adding a third week- then a fourth 
weekfor new attendees. The most important role is the 
direct interaction with other knitters from across the 
country, and from around the world. Naturally, the internet 
has made that all very accessible on a daily basis, but there 
is something about actual needle-to-needle meetings 
between knitters... 

LB As well as organizing the retreats, you also teach 
knitting techniques. Do you still enjoy passing on the 
skill?Tell us howyou like to teach. 

MS: There are few things as gratifying as hearing a gasp 
from your students as they glean a new bit of knowledge. 
About 20 years ago, my husband, Chris came up with an 
ideal teaching set-up: a small camera is aimed over my right 
shoulder and connected to four large monitors around the 
room. Even though I may be showing a technique to a 
group of 40+ knitters, we are all on the same page at the 
same moment. In the early camps, when we had a 
technique to teach, my mum would take one side of the 
room, and I would take the other; we would demo to small 
groups of three or four knitters at a time. The camera mode 
not only enables me to take larger groups, but provides the 
ability to teach moretechniquesand in greater detail. 

LE We would imagine that a riotous time is had by all 
during these knitting camps, what goes on besides 
the knitting? 

MS: Each session has its own personality. There are songs 
and jokes; stories and tears; show-and-tell and birthday 
celebrations and, of course, acknowledgement of Absent 
Knitters. We have mothers and daughters who meet at 
camp each summer, friends from opposite ends of the 
country who have reunions, and knitting husband-and- 
wifeteams. Close lifelongfriendships have also sprung 
from knitters comingto camp by themselves and finding 
kindred spirits. 

LE Schoolhouse Press is working hard to resurrect 
old designs, techniques and stitch patterns, as well 
as translate patterns and books into English. How 
i m porta nt is that to you? 

MS; Our main mission is to keep Elizabeth Zimmermann’s 
designs available - and, even after all these years, we 
continue to unearth previously unpublished patterns 
which my mother sketched or wrote down on small scraps 
of paper. Since Schoolhouse Press is rooted in traditional 
knitting,we relish the opportunity to bring out-of-print 
books back to knitters. It took over four years (and a trip to 




Austria) to obtain permission to translate and reprint Maria 
Erlbacher’s Twisted Stitch Knitting iOberiieferte 
Strickmuster). Also, before they became Schoolhouse 
Press editions, all of Barbara Walker’s books had been out of 
print for years - which one knitter indignantly described as 
‘tantamount to censorship!' 

LE How many titles now sit In the Schoolhouse Press 
portfolio, and which books a re the most popular? 

MS: At present we have about 35 titles in print. While we are 
pleased and proud to have the works of best-selling authors 
Elizabeth Zimmermann and Barbara G Walker in our ranks, 
we are equally proud of our collection of books that deal 
with specific subjects such as Twisted Stitch Knitting, 
Latvian Mittens, Armenian Knitting, Diagonal Knitting, 
Latvian Dreams and Two-End Knitting. Even though they 
may not have universal appeal, it is important to keep the 
information available to the knitting community; those 
knitting titles continue to be discovered by groups of 
knitters and greeted with a glad cry. 

LE What's coming next? 

MS: We are on the brink of offering Walker’s Treasury series 
as e-books. Not onlythefourTreasuries themselves, but we 
have collated the topics from all four books and will offer 
nine separate, smaller e-books dealing with cables (vols 1 
and 2), lace (vols 1 and 2), borders, mosaic, knit-purl, stitch 
patterns and texture. 

At present I am in the initial process of thinking about 
another book of my designs and Cully’s contributions are 
becoming more and more important to the growth of 
Schoolhouse Press. 



Meg’s schoolhouse 
taken through the 
sugar maples 



LE We'd better letyou get on then! Finally, what five tips 
would you offer an aspiring knitting designer? 

MS: My top tips would be: 

- Learn as many techniques as possible; 

- Learn to ‘read’ your knitting, and trust what it tells you; 

- Understand and recognize stitch movement and 
techniques involved; 

- Don’t hesitate to rip (or keep the abomination as an 
example and start again); 

- Try to keep a record of what you are doing so you can 
write comprehensible instructions; 

-There is no ‘wrong’ in knitting. Oops, that’s six! 

Learn more about Meg, Elizabeth, Schoolhouse Press and more 
atwww.schoolhousepress.com 



The bookArmenian 
Knitting, reveals a 
different type of 
colourwork 
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CRAFT MARKET 



O Crafty Yarn 

^ www.crafty-yarn.co.uk 
o 01793 855535 



crafty yarn 

Knit it. Stitch it. Love it tP 



^ Get Knitted 

^ www.getknitted.com 6iet Knitted 

...for all your knitting & crochet needs 

0 0117 300 5211 



0 KnittingWool&Yarn 

0 www.knittingwoolandyarn.co.uk 
0 01803 524402 



Makgml t/m 



:;5 



0 Jamieson & Smith 

0 www.jamiesonandsmith.co.uk 
o 01595 693579 




C Yeoman Yarns 

W www.yeoman-yarns.co.uk 
T 0116 240 4464 




0 Artesano 

0 www.artesanoyarns.co.uk 
0 0118 950 3350 







^BRITISH 




littlewQDl 



yyoDi^ 

c o m p a n V icv\N^ 



www.thelittlewoolcompany.com^H|^^H| 

01 409 221 699iMjUyW 



ftowm. Nd»o. ^ l.^bhic Btfe 
Sirdar ft Wendy Knittirr^ Vams 
OpaL Mono, wencty ft Sock Yarns 
Knitting pattefijs, booEis ft aDcesMarles 
Oaailiiig coLIcctton of Elcadi 
Vast range of jewellery findings 
WohdcjUjI array of Buttons ft Rjbbonf 
A^^plrton CrcwcE Wool ft Oliver TwISfS 






Handicraft Shop 

♦ PMC ft Anchor embroidery thread? 

♦ CroM-Strtch. Tapestry ft Embroidery Krts 
Huge stock of hand ft machine Threads 
Wonderful selection of" Patchwork Fabric 



5, Central Station, Queen Street, Exeter, Devon, l/K. EX4 3SB 
Phone: C01392) 435115 




Be Gcies 

Sewing 

Handicraft 



1 5 A Blyburgate, Beedes, Suffolk, NR34 9TB 

01502 711632 / 01502 714234 ' 

^ www.becclessewingandhandicrafts.co.uk 




SV'L.STta 



!^6 llijjh Strtet M 
Linlithgow 
VV LuLhi4]n 
EH 4 9 7AQ 



*^I^^cecffes 

We offer a wide range of yarns and patterns from alll the major spinners 
as well as an extensive selection of needlework and tapestry supplies 
[ Contact us today to speak to an experienced staff member Postal service available I 

Tel; 01 506 670455 www.niftyneedles.co.uk 



Fine Yarn^^ 

The new Autumn / Winter ranges from Sirdar, Sublime, King Cole, are now in stock! We have 
fabulous hand-dyed laceweights from Ripples Crafts, and our beautifully Hand Crafted Wooden 
Shawl Pins and Buttons from Roleswoodcraft. A wonderful selection of books and patterns 
always in stock. For all this, along with needles from Knit Pro, notions and much, much more, 
do call and see us soon! 

tel 07875 146422 • aflneyarn@hotmail.co.uk 
76a Skinnergate • Darlington Co. Durham • DL3 7LX 







EXTRACT 

Stripe Drum Lampshade 



Stripe Drum 

Lampshade 

This knitted lampshade can be used with a knitted lampstand 
(pg 45) or it looks equally chic on a wooden stand painted to 
complement your yarn colors. 



DESIGNER 



MELANIE PORTER 



Melanie studied fashion at Central St 
Martins and worked for international 
fashion brands before turning her 
talents to the creation of unique 
furniture, repurposing antiques to give them a contemporary 
twise. See more of her stunning creations at 
www.melanieporter.co.uk 





DIFFICULTYj 



NTERMEDIATE 



SKILLS USED 



■ Decreasing 

■ Yarn overs 

■ Seaming (mattress 
stitch) 

■ Basic sewing 



FINISHED_^^| 

MEASUREMENTS 



■ 23cm/9in high and 
30cm/1 2in diameter 



YARN USED 



Wool/alpaca mix yarn 
such as Rowan, Creative 
Focus Worsted 

■ 75% wool, 25% alpaca 

■ 100g200m/220yd 

■ Colours: 

■ Basil (A) - approx 50g/ 
100m/110yd 

■ Golden Heather 
(B)- approx 
50g/100m/110yd 

■ New Fern (C) - approx 
50g/100m/110yds 

■ Natural (D) - approx 
50g/100m/110yd 



■ Cobalt (E)- approx 
50g/100m/110yd 

■ Teal (F)- approx 
50g/100m/110yd 



TENSION 



■ Work19 stsand 24 
rows to measure 
10x10cm/4x4in in 
stocking stitch using 
4.5mm (US 7) 



NOTIONS 



■ Pair of 4.5mm (US 7) 
needles 

■ Drum lampshade 
measuring 23cm/9in 
high with a 30cm/1 2in 
diameter (available 
from www.theinternet 
electricalstore.com) 

■ Sewing needle 

■ Matching sewing 
thread 



PATTERN NOTES 



You can buy lampshade-makingkitsonline, but what 
I often do (which is even easier) is to buy a shade at a 
homeware store and remove the outer cover, leaving 
a fully lined shade. 

SHADE COVER 



Using A, cast on 46 sts. 

Row 1 : (K2, p2) to last 2 sts, k2. 

Rows 2-22: Work every St in 2x2 rib patt as it presents. 

Change to B. 

Row 23: (K2, p2) to last 2 sts, k2. 

Rows 24-26: Work every st in 2x2 rib patt as it presents. 

Change toC. 

Rows 27-45: Purl. 

Change to D. 

Row 46: (K2, p2) to last 2 sts, k2. 

Row 47: (P2, k2) to last 2 sts, p2. 

Row 48: As row 47. 

Row 49: As row 46. 

Rep rows 46-49 once more, then work rows 46 and 47 
once more. 

Change to E. 

Row56:Purl. 

Row 57: K1 , *(k1 , p1 , k1) i nto next st, p3tog*; rep from * 
to* to last St, k1. 

Row58:Purl. 

Row 59: K1, *p3tog, (k1, p1, k1) into next st*; rep from * 
to* to last st, k1. 

Rep rows 56-59, 4 more times. S 
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ChangetoF. 



Row 76: Knit. 

Row 77: Purl. 

Rep rows 76-77, 9 more times. 

Change to C. 

Row 96: P2, (k1 , p3) to end. 

Row 97: (K3, p1 ) to last 2 sts, k2. 

Rep rows 96-97, 5 more times. 

Change to A. 

Row 108: (Insert RH needle knitwise into next st on 
LH needle, wind yarn twice around the needle and k1) 
to end. 

Row 109: Purl, working into the first loop of each st 
and allowing the extra loop to slip offthe needle to its 
full length. 

Row 110: Purl. 

Row111:Purl. 

Rep rows 1 08-1 1 1 twice more, then rep rows 1 08-1 09 
once more. 

ChangetoF. 

Row 122: Purl. 

Row 123: Purl. 

Row 124: (Insert RH needle knitwise into next st on 
LH needle, wind yarn twice around the needle and k1) 
to end. 

Row 125: Purl, working into the first loop of each st 
and allowing the extra loop to slip offthe needle to its 
full length. 

Rep rows 1 22-1 25 once more. 

Change to B. 




Rows 130-149: Rep rows 56-75. 
Change to D. 



ChangetoF. 

Rows 188-195: Rep rows 122-129. 



Rows 150-157: Purl. 
Row 158: Knit. 

Row 159: Purl. 



Castoff 

FINISHING 



Rep rows 1 58-1 59 once more. 
Change to C. 

Rows 162-1 73: Rep rows 96-1 07. 
Change to A. 

Rows 174-1 87: Rep rows 1 08-1 21 . 



Weave in all loose ends. 

Block the knitting gentlyfollowingthe instructions on 
the ball band. 

Using mattress stitch, join the cast on and cast offends. 
Turn right side out and stretch the knitted tube over 
the lampshade. 

Neatlyturnthetopand bottom edges 
over the frame and sew them to the lining 
using sewing thread. 
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EXTRACT 

Stripe La mpstand 



Stripe la mpstand 

Update a vintage lampstand by covering it in knitting. As long as the turned 
shapes don’t go in and out too much, the knitting will stretch and contract to fit 
them without you having to increase or decrease stitches. 



_DIFRCU^ 



BEGINNER 



SKILLS USED 



■ Decreasing 

■ Mattress stitch 



FINISHED_^^| 

MEASUREMENTS 



The height of lampstand 



YARN USED 



Rowan, Creative Focus 

Worsted 

■ 75% wool, 25% alpaca 

■ 100g200m/220yd 

■ Colours: 

■ Basil (A) -approx 
100g/200m/220yd 

■ New Fern (B) - approx 
1 5g/30m/33yd 

■ Teal (O- approx 
15g/30m/33yd 

■ Golden Heather (D) - 
approx 1 5g/30m/33yd 

■ Natural (E)- approx 
1 5g/30m/33yd 

■ Cobalt (F)- approx 
1 5g/30m/33yd 



TENSION 



■ Work 19 sts and 24 
rows to measure 
10x10cm/4x4in in 
stocking stitch using 
4.5mm (US 7) 



NOTIONS 



■ Pair of 4.5mm (US 7) 
needles 

■ Vintage lampstand 
approx 1 45cm/58in tall 
pole with 1 6cm/ 6J4in 
circumference, and 
base up to 38cm/ 

1 5%in circumference 

■ Circle of fabric to cover 
bottom of base, 2cm/ 
%in larger than base 

■ Tapestry needle 

■ Sewing needle 

■ Sewingthreadto 
match base fabric 

■ Buttonhole thread 




BASE 



UsingA,caston259sts 

Row1 and every alt row: Purl. 

Row 2: K2tog, k40, (sk2po, k40) 5 times, skpo. 247 sts 
Row 4: K2tog, k38, (sk2po, k38) 5 times, skpo. 235 sts 
Row 6 : K2tog, k36 (sk2po, k36) 5 times, skpo. 223 sts 
Row 8 : K2tog, k34, (sk2po, k34) 5 times, skpo. 21 1 sts 
Row 10: K2tog, K32, (sk2po, k32) 5 times, skpo. 1 99 sts 
Row 12: K2tog, k30, (sk2po, k30) 5 times, skpo. 1 87 sts 
Row 14: K2tog, k28, (sk2po, k28) 5 times, skpo. 175 sts 
Row 1 6: K2tog, k26, (sk2po, k26) 5 times, skpo. 1 63 sts 
Row18:K2tog,k24,(sk2po,k24)5times,skpo. 151 sts 
Row 20: K2tog, k22, (sk2po, k22) 5 times, skpo. 139 sts 
Row 22: K2tog, k20, (sk2po, k20) 5 times, skpo. 127 sts 
Row 24: K2tog, k1 8, (sk2po, k1 8) 5 ti mes, skpo. 1 1 5 sts 




Row 26: K2tog, k1 6, (sk2po, k1 6) 5 times, skpo. 1 03 sts 
Row 28: K2tog, k14, (sk2po, k14) 5 times, skpo. 91 sts 
Row30: K2tog, k1 2, (sk2po, k12) 5 times, skpo. 79 sts 
Row32: K2tog, k1 0, (sk2po, k1 0) 5 times, skpo. 67 sts 
Row34: K2tog, k8, (sk2po, k8) 5 times, skpo. 55 sts 
Row36: K2tog, k6, (sk2po, k6) 5 times, skpo. 43 sts 
Row38: K2tog, k4, (sk2po, k4) 5 times, skpo. 31 sts 

Castoff 

Do not join the seam on the knitted hexagon at this 
stage. 

STAND 



Using A, cast on 22 sts (starting at base). 

Row 1: Knit. a 
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EXTRACT 

Stripe Lampstand 



Row2: Purl. 

These two rows form st st. 

Cont in st st, changing colors as listed. 

30 more rows in A. 

10 rows in B. 

10 rows in A. 

18 rows in C. 

4 rows in D. 

30 rows in B. 

8 rows in E. 

14 rows in B. 

8 rows in E. 

10 rows in B. 

24 rows in R 
10 rows in D. 

16 rows in A. 

40 rows in C. 

8 rows in D. 

20 rows in E. 

8 rows in B. 

34 rows in F. 

At this stage, measure the knitting and poleofyour 
lampstand; the knittingshould be 2cm/Kin longer 
than the pole. Add a few more rows of knitting 
if required. 

Castoff 

FINISHING 




Weave in all loose ends. 

Blocktheknittinggentlyfollowingtheinstructionson 
the ball band. 

Removethefeetfrom the base ofthe stand and set 
them aside. 

Wrap the knitted striped piece around the pole ofthe 
lampstand and, starting at the bottom, sew the side 
seam using mattress stitch. Sew up the first 2cm/Kin, 
then ruche that down and sew up the rest ofthe seam. 
Around narrower parts ofthe pole you might need to 
increase the seam allowance to keep the knitting tight. 
Gather the top edge at the top ofthe pole and secure it 
with backstitches. 

Lay the knitted base over the lamp base and close the 
hexagon seam using mattress stitch. Using running 
stitches, sew a length of buttonhole thread 
around the outer edge ofthe knitted base. Stretch the 
knitting overthe base and draw it tight by pulling up the 
thread on the underside ofthe base. Knot the thread 
securely. 

Cut a very small hole in the centre ofthe fabric circle 
and pass the electric cable that comes out ofthe 



lampstand base through this.Turn undertheedges 
ofthe fabric by 2cm/^in all around. Using sewing 
thread and hemming stitch, sewthefabric in place, 
overlappingthe edge ofthe knitting. Mark the position 
ofthe screw holes to replace the feet as you go. 



Screw feet back in the base through the fabric. 

Turn under the 2cm/Kin excess at the base ofthe pole 
and sew it to the knitted hexagon base with slipstitch. 





Hand-Knit Your Home by Melanie Porter is 
published by CICO Books at £12.99, paperback, 
and available from all good bookshops or call 
01256-302699 quoting GLR8AR to purchase a 
copy at the special price of £10.99 includingfree 
p&p. Visitwww.cicobooks.co.uk 



Image credits: Cico Books 
Photography: Emma Mitchell 
Stylist: Tanya Goodwin 



46 Yarnwise April 2013 





LIVING 

Easy embroidery 



HOMES CRAFTS * GARDENS FOOD * ARTS 



OVER £1000 IN 
CRAFTY PRIZES 



Icelandic 

adventure 

HIKING AND 
KNITTING BY 
1 THE FJORDS 



May time makes 

RELAXING BATH MELTS ^ 

TRACTOR BACKPACK ^ 

MINIATURE FELT SHEEP ^ 

SILVER CLAY EARRINGS ^ 

RUSSIAN DOLL DOORSTOP ^ 



BEAT THE CLOCK 

60-MINUTE CROCHET 



BRIGHT IDCAS 
TO MAK€ 
yOURSCLF 



Pastel 

papercraft 

Weave 
some trendy 
gift wrap 



Available In all good newsagents and supermarkets, 
you can also buy your copy online at www.selectps.com, 
or by calling 01202 586848. 



LfJ www.facebook.com/ HandmadeLiving 
^ @HandmadeUK 






Zipper Sweater 

The ultimate in versatility and style, this design can be worn with or 
without the cowl, and has a clever zipper hidden in the cables! 

“This design adds a clever zip for a contemporary take 
on the classic cable sweater. The zip allows plenty of 
hip room if necessary. The separate cowl adds warmth 
only if you need it, making this a terrific three-season 
sweater. The ribbing adds shaping if necessary; block 
for desired fit. The sweater is seamless, though two 
small seams are necessary to place the zip.” 




Kinn knits and designs in Billings, 
Montana, USA, with her husband and 
three kids. Herfirst book with Leisure 
Arts, Expand Your Knitting Skills, is now 
available. Her blog is www.bigskyyarnsandcrafts.com. On 
RavelrysheisKimH. 



SWEATER 


Bust (stretched) 


79.5 


90 


101 


112 


122.5 


133.5 


cnn 




31^ 


SSVi 


39K 


44 


48^ 


52M 


in 


Bust (unstretched) 


65.5 


73.5 


82 


91 


99 


107.5 


cm 




25K 


29 


32^ 


35K 


39 


42^ 


in 


Length 


63.5 


63.5 


66 


66 


68.5 


68.5 


cm 




25 


25 


26 


26 


27 


27 


in 


Yarn 


6 


7 


8 


8 


10 


10 


skeins 


Total metres 


845 


920 


1076 


1133 


1307 


1388 


m 


Total yards 


925 


1007 


1177 


1240 


1430 


1518 


yd 


COWL 


Circumference 

(stretched) 


64 


64 


64 


77.5 


77.5 


77.5 


cm 




25^ 


25^ 


25^ 


30V2 


30V2 


30V2 


in 


Depth 


30.5 


30.5 


30.5 


30.5 


30.5 


30.5 


cm 




12 


12 


12 


12 


12 


12 


in 


Yarn 


2 


2 


2 


2 


2 


2 


skeins 


Total metres 


203 


203 


203 


245 


245 


245 


m 


Total yards 


222 


222 


222 


268 


268 


268 


yd 
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PATTERN 

Zipper Sweater 




photography studiomag.co.uk 





PATTERN 

Zipper Sweater 



YARN REVIEW 

Kim says “This 
wonderfully soft wool 
cotton blend works up 
quickly has an incredible 
hand and superior stitch 
definition. And, if all 
that wasn’t enough, it 
is machine washable as 
well. Perfect.” 

YARN ALTERNATIVES 

♦ SAVE Berroco, Peruvia 

♦ SPEND Cascade, Venezia 
Worsted 

♦ SPOIL YOURSELF 

Debbie Bliss, 
CashmerinoAran 



DIFFICULTYj 



INTERMEDIATE 



SKILLS USED 



■ Increasing 

■ Decreasing 

■ Cables 

■ Pick up & knit 

■ Knitting in the round 

■ Knitting in rows 

■ Three-needle cast-off 

■ Basic sewing 



YARN USED 



Spud & Chloe, Sweater 

■ 55% merino, 45% 
cotton 

■ 100g/146m/1 60yd 

■ Shade: Waterslide 
#7519 



EASE 



■ 6.5 to 1 6.5cm/2 to 
6in positive ease (with 
garment stretched) 



TENSION 



■ Work19stsand 24 
rows/rnds in k3, p2 
ribbing, stretched, to 
measure 10x1 0cm 
/4x4in using 5mm 
(US 8) needles, or size 



required to obtain 
tension 

■ Work 24 stsand 24 
rows/rnds in k3, p2 
ribbing, unstretched, to 
measure 10x10cm 
/4x4in using 5mm 
(US 8) needles, or size 
required to obtain 
tension 

■ 32 sts and 24 rows of 
Cable Pattern (1 repeat) 
fora 10cm/4in square 



NOTIONS 



■ Two 5mm (US 8) 
circular needles, one 
40cm/1 6in long, and 
one 60cm/24in longer 
longer (depending on 
size being made) 

■ 4.5mm (US 7) circ ndl, 
40cm/16in long 

■ Three stitch markers 

■ Tapestry needle 

■ Waste yarn 

■ 23cm/9in zip 

■ Pins 

■ Sewing needle and co- 
ordinating thread 



SPECIAL STITCH PATTERNS 



K3,P2Rib 

(in the round) 

Rnd 1: *P1, k3, pi; rep from * to end of round. 

Rep this rnd for patt. 

PATTERN NOTES 

The front and backstitch counts are different 
because of the cable on the front of the sweater. 

The sweater is worked flat to the beginning of the 
Cable Chart. The front and backare then joined and 
worked in the round to the armholes. The front and 
backare then separated and worked flat.Athree- 
needle cast-off joins the shoulders. 

The cowl is worked separately. 

Work all decreases 1 stitch from edge for neck 
shaping. Work a ssk at the beg of the row and a k2tog 
at the end of the row. 

All schematic measurements are given with the 
work stretched. 



BODY 



With longer 5mm (US 8) circ and using the 
long-tail cast on or flexible cast on of choice, 
cast on 1 64 (1 84: 204: 224: 244: 264) sts. Do not join. 

Row 1 (WS): K2, (k1 , p3, k1 ) to last 2 sts, k2. 

Row 2 (RS): P2, (pi , k3, pi ) to last 2 sts, p2. 

Rep Rows 1 -2 until piece meas 20.5cm/8in from cast 
on, ending after a RS row. 

Cont i n patt, casti ng off 1 st at beg of next 2 rows. 

Do not turn at end of last row. 1 62 (1 82: 202: 222: 242: 
262) sts 

Breakyarn. With RS facing, slip last 21 (26: 31 : 36: 41 : 46) 
sts ofrowfrom RHtoLH needle, pm for beg of rnd and 
join yarn. Sweater will now be worked in the rnd. 

Rnd1:(P1,k3,p1)1 (2: 3: 4: 5: 6) times, work Rnd 1 of 
Cable Chart over next 32 sts, work in est rib patt to end 
of rnd. 

Cont rib pattand Cable Chart as est, working through 
Rnd 24 of Cable Chart twice (for 48 rnds total). 

Place last 75 (85: 95: 1 05: 1 1 5: 1 25) sts of rnd on waste 
yarn. These sts will later be worked forthe Back. Cont 
on rem sts for the Front. 

Front 

Working on front 87 (97: 1 07: 1 1 7: 1 27: 1 37) sts only, 
cont in est rib and cable patt for 14 rows, ending on Row 
14 of Cable Chart. 

NoterYouwill not continueworkingcable;workin ribas 
est by the rib pattern and Cable Chart only. 

Dec row (RS): Work 20 (25: 30: 35: 40: 45) sts in est patt, 
p3tog, (k3, p2tog) 9 times, work in est patt to end of 
row. 76 (86: 96: 106:116:1 26) sts 

Work even in est rib patt for 9 rows, on last row placing a 
marker on either side of centre 1 8 sts. 

Divide for Left and Right Back 

Dec row (RS): Wo r k i n est ri b patt to fi rst m, joi n a 
second ball of yarn and cast off centre 18 sts, work in 
est rib pattto end of row. 29 (34: 39: 44: 49: 54) sts 
each side 

Note: Both sides of neckwill now be worked separately 
at the same with two balls ofyarn. Instructions for each 
side of the neck are separated with a semi-colon (;). 

Next 2 rows: Pattto end of first side; cast off 4 sts, patt 
to end. 

Next 2 rows: Pattto end offirst side; cast off 2 sts, patt 
to end. 

Cont in est patt, dec 1 st at each neck edge on next 3 




www.yarnwise.co.uk 51 












23 (23: 25.5: 25.5: 28: 28)cm 
9(9: 10: 10: 11: 11)in 



SCHEMATIC 



39.5 (45: 50: 56: 61 : 66)cm 
1 5 V 2 (1 7%: 1 9%: 22: 24: 26)in 



11 (13.5: 16: 18.5: 21.5: 24)cm 43 (43: 45.5: 45.5: 48.5: 48.5)cm 

41/4 ( 51 / 4 : 6 V 4 : 71 / 4 : 8 V 2 : 9 V 2 )in 1 7 (1 7: 1 8: 1 8: 1 9: 1 9)in 




87.5 (98.5: 109: 120: 130: 141)cm 
341/2 (38%: 43: 47V4: 51 V4: 55y2)in 



(RS) row, then every foil RS row 2 times more. 20 (25: 30: 
35: 40: 45) sts each side 

Work even in rows and est rib patt until armhole 
measures 23 (23: 25.5: 25.5: 28: 28)cm or 9 (9: 10: 10: 11: 
1 Din, ending after a WS row. Place each setof rem sts 
on waste yarn. 

Back 

Place 75 (85: 95: 105: 115: 125) sts for Back on longer 
5mm (US 8) circ and join yarn with RS facing. 

Work even in rows and est rib patt until armhole 
measures 1 5 (1 5: 1 8: 1 8: 20.5: 20.5) cm or 6 (6: 7: 7: 8: 
8)in, ending after a WS row and on last row, placing a 
marker on either side of centre 1 9 sts of row. 



Next row (RS): Work to marker, join a second ball of 
yarn and cast off centre 1 9 sts, work in est patt to 
end. 28 (33: 38: 43: 48: 53) sts 

Note: Both sides of neck will now be worked 
separately at the same time with two balls of yarn. 
Instructionsfor each side ofthe neckare separated 
with a semi-colon (;). 

Next2rows: Patttoend offirstside;castoff3 sts, 
patttoend. 

Next 2 rows: Patttoend offirstside;castoff2sts, 
patttoend. 

Continestpatt, deci st at each neck edge on next 
(RS) row, then every foil RS row 2 times more. 20 (25: 
30: 35: 40: 45) sts each side 
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PATTERN 

Zipper Sweater 




Work even in est rib patt until armholes meas same as 
Frontto shoulders, ending aftera WS row. Place each set 
ofsts on waste yarn. 

SLEEVES 



Join shoulders usingthree-needle castoff. 

With shorter 5mm (US 8) circ and beginning at centre of 
underarm, pick up and knit 85 (85: 95: 95: 1 05: 1 05) sts 
evenlyaroundarmhole.Jointoworkintherndand pm 
forbegofrnd. 

Rnd 1: *P1, k3, p1; rep from * to end of rnd. 

Rep this rnd until piece meas 4.5 (4.5: 7: 4.5: 8.5: 8.5)cm 
or 1^ (1^: VA\ VA: 3A: 3J4)infrom pick-up edge. 

NoterWorkall sleeve decreases 1 st inside of marker. 
Work appropriate decrease (a k2tog or p2tog) to keep 
ribbing pattern consistent. 

Dec rnd: P1 , dec 1 , work in est patt to last 3 sts, dec 1 , p1 . 
2stsdec’d. 

Work 3 (3: 2: 3: 2: 2) rnds even in patt. 



Rep last 4 (4: 3: 4: 3: 3) rnds 1 9 (1 9: 24: 1 9: 24: 24) times 
more. 45 (45: 45: 55: 55: 55) sts rem 

Work even in patt until sleeve measures 43 (43: 45.5: 
45.5: 48.5: 48.5)cm or 1 7 (1 7: 1 8: 1 8: 1 9: 1 9)in from pick- 
up edge. Cast off all sts in patt. 

Rep for second sleeve. 

COWL 

With larger, shorter circular needles cast on 1 20 (1 20: 1 20: 
145:145:145) sts. Join to work in the rnd, being careful not 
to twist sts, and pm for beg of rnd. 

Rnd 1 : *P1, k4, pi; rep from * to end of rnd. 

Rep Rnd 1 until piece meas 30.5cm/1 2in from cast on. 

Castoff loosely in pattern. 

Weave in all ends. Wash and blockaccordingto yarn 
label. 



a 
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PATTERN 

Zipper sweater 



24 
23 
22 
21 
20 
19 
18 
17 
16 
15 
14 
13 
12 
11 
10 
9 
8 
7 
6 
5 
4 
3 
2 
1 

fNHO(7>oor^iDin^fnfNHO(7>oor^iDin^mfNHoaioor^iDm^mfNH 



CABLE CHART 




KEY 



□ RS: Knit; WS: Purl 
H RS: Purl; WS: Knit 

SI 2 sts to cn and hold in 






^^1 SI 3 sts to cn and hold in 
SI 3 sts to cn and hold 
SI 3 sts to cn and hold 




back, k3; p2 from cn. 
front, p2; k3 from cn. 
in back, k3; k3 from cn 
in front, k3; k3 from cn. 



FINISHING 



Weave in all ends. Wash and blockaccordingto label and 
measurementson schematic. Let air dry. 

Neck Edging 

Beg at left shoulder seam with smallercirc, pick up and 
knit 85 sts. Join to work in the rnd and pm for beg of rnd. 

Rnd 1: *P1, k3, p1; rep from * to end of rnd. 

Rep Rnd 1 for 1 .5cm/Min. 



Castoff loosely in pattern. 

Weave in all ends. Blocksweateragain if desired. 

Insert Zip 

Place zip at centre of cable with zip teeth exposed. 
Pin and tack into place. Using bound off 
column of stitches on both sides of the 
centre of the cable for the seam, sew zip 
into place. 
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Frangipani 

www.guernseywool.co.uk 
jan@guernseywool.co.uk 
01736 366339 




Beautiful 5-piy Guernsey Wooi 

in 26 glorious colours on 500g cones. 
Books, patterns, and needles. 
Everything you need to knit your 
own fabulous gansey. 

Ask for a free colour card. 

15 Clarence St. Penzance. TR18 2ND 



'J 

U U 

Quality Knitting Yarns 
Knitting Patterns and Books 
Accessories and Notions 

www.hulucrafts.co.uk 

Sentinel House, Modbury, Devon, PL21 OXX 
Email: sales@hulucrafts.co.uk Tel: 01 548 83191 1 





Cashmere & 
Lambswool 



Fingerless 

Gloves 



flvfliliihk froni 



triss 



66 Chapel St., Penzance, 
Cornwall TRI8 4AD 
01736 366S68 
www.irtss.CQ.uk 




Beckside Yarns & Needlecrafts 

O www.becksideyarns.co.uk 
® twitter@beck$ideyarn$ 

® info@becksideyarns.co.uk 
® 01524 251122 

A galleiy full of fabulous yams by Noro, 
Debbie Bliss, Rowan, Araucania, Mirasol, 
Louisa Harding, Manos, and many more. 
NEW IN full range of DY Choice yarns. 
Fabulous range of Frilly Sarf Yarns. 

Help and advice always on hand. 



01787 881620 



info@yarnsmitfi.co.uK 



www.yarnsmith.co.uk 

Become passionate about Knitting? 



An exquisite selection of yarns, 
including hand-spun and hand-painted), 
patterns, knitting needles, crochet hooks and 
accessories from across the world. 



We Offer a “compietion/flnishinr 
service for all those unfinished 
projects. undertaKe commissions 
for that perfect gift, and provide 
yarn-samples to ensure you have 
just right yarn for your project 

1Dd/r s/m /s tc prov/dff s friemi/y spd m/sb/e servi<^ to neip you 
become ss psssiormte sbout ysm as aret’' 

wujuj.yarnsmithxo^uK 







^ Free knitting patterns from ieading designers 
^ Very high European quaiity 

^ Directiy from the producer 
with more than 80 years of experience 
^ Deiivery right to your door 
^ Fuli on-iine support 
^ Reguiar promotionai sales 
^ Launch new assortment regularly 



performance 



yarv^ 



www.performance-yamhouse.com 

stockhouse of yams for sales to boutique shops 
www.performance-yamshop.com 
e-shop for selling yams to end eonsumers 




Darlington Cowl 

A cowl with a difference! This is a simple, yet elegant, way to make the most 
of single skeins in your stash - and show off your vintage buttons, too 




Brenda Castiel has been knitting on 
and offsinceshewasin her teens, but 
became somewhat obsessed with 
it in 2007. She loves squishy wools 
for the short, mild Los Angeles winters, and likes cottons 
and blends for the rest of the year. Brenda firmly believes 
that even beginner knitters can create something beautiful 
and useful, so she strives to keep patterns simple yet 
original. See www.ravelry.com/designers/brenda-castiel for 
additional designs. She blogs about knitting and life at www. 
knitandtravelandsuch.blogspot.com 



“The unique feature of this design 
is a large slot that the lacy end of the 
cowl slips through.” 



DIFFICULTY^ 



MODERATE 



SKILLS USED 



■ Increasing 

■ Decreasing 

■ Lace stitches 

■ Short rows 



FINISHED_^^| 

MEASUREMENTS 



■ Cowl measures 
approximately 
48cm/1 9 in around, 
20cm/8in tall. 



YARN USED 



Malabrigo, worsted 

■ 100% pure merino 

■ 100g/210m/230yd 

■ Shade: American 
Beauty 



TENSION 



■ Work 16 stand 24 
rows in stocking 
stitch to measure 
10x10cm/4x4in using 
4.5 mm needles, or 
size required to obtain 
tension 



NOTIONS 



■ A pair of 4.5 mm (US7) 
needles 

■ Stitch markers 

■ Three buttons 

■ Waste yam 

■ Tapestry needle 



PATTERN NOTES 



This pretty cowl features a lacy pattern at one end, and an 
extra-large buttonhole on the other end. The decorative 
end pulls through the buttonhole slot and is fastened with 
buttons. The buttons use holes in the lace in lieu of actual 
buttonholes. The background is worked in moss stitch. 

The top and bottom edges are done in ribbing for firmness. 
There is short-row shaping so that the lower edge is wider 
than the top edge. 

SPECIALSTITCH PATTERNS 

Moss Stitch 

Row 1 : K1 , *p1 , k1 , rep to end. 

Row 2: Rep Rowl. 

BUTTONHOLESLOT 

Be sure to work all the stitches tightly. 

1. Knit to the point where the buttonhole will be placed. 

Hold the yarn in front of the work. Slip the first stitch on the 
left needle as if purl. Move the yam to the back of the work 
and leave it there. Slip the next stitch on the left needle as 

if to purl. Pass the first slipped stitch over the second slipped 
stitch. Continue working in this way until you have bound 
off the required number of stitches for the buttonhole (10 
sts in this case). Slip the last stitch you bound off back to the 
left needle. 

2. Turn your work. Move the yarn to the back of the work. 
Now cast on, onto the left needle, the same number of 
stitches that you bound off plus one additional stitch, i.e. 

1 1 sts. Cast on using the Knit Cast On or the Cable Cast On 
method. Before the last step of the last cast on stitch, bring 
the yam to the front of the work. Pull up the loop for the 
cast on stitch but before placing the loop on the left needle, 
bring the yam to the front; it will then rest between two 
stitches. 

3. Turn your work. Slip the first stitch from the left needle 
to the right needle as if to purl. Next pass the last cast on 
stitch overthe slipped stitch. Pull youryarn tight. Continue 
working the row. 

For additional help view this video: www.youtube.com/ 
watch?v=EY4vBzLo-Xs 

SHORT ROWS 

Work up to the last [n] stitches and wrap, as follows: 

Insert right-hand (RH) needle into the front of the next 
stitch purlwise (pw), slip (si) st onto RH needle, bring yam 
to front of work, si st back to left-hand (LH) needle; turn 
work, bring yam to front (or back if purling), thereby 
completing the wrap. 3 
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PATTERN 

Darlington Cowl 




photography studiomag.co.uk 




PATTERN 

Darlington Cowl 




YARN REVIEW 

Our sample knitter 
says “This yarn is so soft 
and quick to work up; and 
the colour is yummy!” 

YARN ALTERNATIVES 

♦ SAVE Mayfield, 

Bonus Aran 

♦ SPEND Sublime, 
Cashmere Merino Silk Aran 

♦ SPOILYOURSELF 

Rowan, Felted Tweed Aran 



Finish working this row. 

On next row, when you come to the wrapped st, insert the 
needle into the wrap and the stto be knitted; knit together 
(or purl, as required). 

See also video at: www.knittinghelp.com/video/ play/ 
short-rows 

COWL 

Cast on 31 stitches 
Knit two rows. 

Lace Band 

Row 1 (RS): K1 , p1 , k2, *yo, k1 , sk2p, k1 , yo, k1 ; rep. from * 
until 3 sts remain, k1 , p1 , k1 . 

Row 2 (WS): P1 , k1 , purl to last 2 sts, k1 , p1 . 

Repeat these two rows 4 more times (for a total of 5 lace 
pattern repeats). 

Next row (RS): K1 , p1 , ssk, k to last 4 sts, k2tog, p1 , k1 . 

29 sts. 

Next row (WS): PI , k1 , purl to last 2 sts, k1 , pi . 

Repeat last 2 rows. 27 sts. 

Next row (RS): K1 , pi , k to last 2 sts, pi , k1 . 

Next row (WS): PI , *k1 , pi , rep from * to end. 

Next row (RS): K1 , pi , k2, *p1 ,k1 ; rep from * to last 4 sts, 
k2,p1,k1. 

Repeat last 2 rows for 4cm/ 1 Min, ending after a WS row. 

Moss Stitch 

Next row (RS): K1 , pi , kfb, *k1 , pi , rep from * to last 4 sts, 
k1,kfb,p1,k1.29sts. 

Next row (WS): PI , k1 , pi , *p1 , k1 , rep from * to last 4 sts, 
p2, k1,p1. 

Next row (RS): K1 , pi , kfb, pi , *k1 , pi , rep from * to last 3 
sts, kfb, pi, k1. 31 sts. 

Next row (WS): PI , k1 , *p1 , k1 , rep from * to last st, pi . 




Continue even in pattforMcm/SMin. 

Short rows 

Note: Short rows are used to shape the cowl so that it sits 
nicely on the shoulders. When working these rows, you 
will work part way across a row, turn, then work back to the 
beginning. See Stitch Patterns 

Row 1 (RS): Work 1 5 sts in patt, wrap and turn, then work 
to end. 

Work 1 0 rows even. 

Row 1 2 (RS): Work 20 sts in patt, wrap a nd turn, then work 
to end. 

Work 1 0 rows even. 

Repeat as above in this manner to alternate short rows and 
1 0 even rows, end on WS. You have worked 4 short rows. 

Continue even in patt for 4 cm/1 Min. 

Next row (RS): K1 , pi , ssk, work in patt to last 4 sts, k2tog, 
pi, k1. 29 sts. 

Next row (WS): Work in patt to end. 

Repeat last 2 rows. 27 sts. 

Buttonhole 

RS: Work 8 sts in pattern, work a 1 0-st buttonhole, work in 
patt to end. 

Work in pattfor2.5cm/1in. 

Knit next 2 rows. 

Cast off all sts. 

FINISHING 

Weave in ends. 

Block cowl to form scallops at lacy edge. 

Slip lace edge through large slot and fold over 
using photographs as a guide; sew 3 buttons 
to line up with holes in lace. 
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THE 

KNITTER’S 

BOOKSHELE 

There are so many knitting books that the choice can be 
overwhelming. Here is a round up of reference books that 
deserve a place in every knitters library 

BY Zoe Clements 



General Techniques 



The Principles of Knitting 

By June Hemmons Hiatt, published by Touchstone 

Originally published in 1988, this bookwas hugely sought 
after when it was no longer in print-it sold for astronomical 
prices on auction and rare book websites. This has calmed 
down now due to its re-issue. It is believed to have taken 
authorjune Hemmons Hiatt ten years to update, and with 
the wealth of information it contains, it’s easy to see why! 

Principles is, justly, considered to be one of the most 
comprehensive knitting reference books. It covers 
everything a knitter should know, and more! It starts with 
the basics - casting on and off, forming stitches and then 
progresses through to fabric construction, decorative 
aspects, ‘special’ fabrics like double knitting or moebius, 
before moving on to stitch and colour patterns, design and 
professional finishing. Every knitter can benefit from this 
book-the beginner will learn a firm foundation and the 
more advanced can discover techniques they haven’t tried 
(or didn’t know existed!) yet. It can have an occasional ‘text 
book’ feel to it, but it is a huge (726 pages) resource to dip in 
and out of as the need arises. Make sure you’ve got a sturdy 
bookcase, as it’s a fair weight! 



Tfie & Timekss Guide 

The Principles of 
Knitting c 



Methods and 
of Hand Knilting 



JUNE HEMMONS HIATT 




COMPLETELY REVJS-l-n Si UPDATED 



The Handknitter's Handbook: A Comprehensive Guide to 
the Principles and Techniques of Handknitting 

By Montse Stanley, various publishers 



Montse Stanley is a household 
name in knitting circles, well 
known for her mastery of the 
craft. This book was originally 
published in 1986 and is now 
(unfortunately) out of print. It 
is still, surprisingly, available at 
a reasonable price on the 
secondhand market. I picked 
mine upforjusta penny, but 
it’s worth its weight in gold! 
Like Principles, it isn’t a pattern 
book, but is an absolute gem 
of a technique manual. It 
covers the basics and goes on to more advanced techniques, 
accompanied by black and white illustrations - there are no colour 
images, which some readers may prefer, but the drawings and 
diagrams are very clear and precise. 

It may not be a suitable reference for the absolute beginner- 1 
know some are daunted by it- but if you have a sound basic 
knowledge of knitting, the concise way that the techniques are 
covered is refreshing and means that you can dip in fora quick 
reminder in the middle of some tricky stitch work, without having to 
recover old ground. As well as showing lots ofdifferenttechniques, 
Montse describes the pros and cons of many, allowingyou to 
choose the best for any given circumstance. This book simply gets 
better as the knitter becomes more experienced - and in time, it 
could become your new best friend! 



HOMTSE STAMl£V 



IHANDKNITTER’S 

HANDBOOK 

A cnxnpfishensIvH gjjMkt to th« principles 
and technlqmao pf hpndKnIUing 




\^gue’ 

lotting 

THE ULTIMATE 

KNITTING BOOK 



C. j . K'ArriM. 





Vogue Knitting: The Ultimate Knitting Book 

By Various, published by Sixth & Spring 



This was originally published in 1989 and, despite some 
limitations, has stood the test of time. It has elements of the main 
techniques, understanding instructions, howto correct errors, 
blocking, finishing and design, butonly a handful of methods are 
covered for each topic. They are, however, the most 
predominantly used versions, so if you are looking to learn new (or 
brush up on existing) skills, this could be the bookfor you. 

As well as techniques, it contains a small stitch dictionary and a 
few patterns to put what you’ve learned to good use. If you 
wanted to cover a topic in more depth, you may need additional 
resources - it doesn’t, for example, cover sock knitting or 
variations of knitting in the round - but it’s a solid bookworth a 
place on any knitter’s bookshelf nonetheless. 



Design 

Elizabeth Zimmermann 

Published by Schoolhouse Press 

To many, Elizabeth Zimmermann was a pioneering knitter- she opened people 
up to the understandingthat they could ‘own’ their knitting and make it right 
for them without following other people’s patterns. Sure, some maths is 
involved, but thanks to her down-to-earth style it can be easily understood. 

She used the same method of teaching, whether it was for a yoke sweater, 
scarfor hat and wrote ‘recipes’ rather than patterns, in a delightfully 
conversational style, and this helps give the reader a greater appreciation for 
garment construction. Each of her books covers different aspects of knitting, 
and I would be hard pressed to select a favourite! These books are great 
resources - and are equally good to curl up with and read; I while away many an 
hour in the company of Elizabeth, and never fail to learn something new. 




Knitting 
Without Tears 




Eliubcth Zimmermann 



Tlic ^>p^MioMAtC^ Knitter 




EHtAbctK ZimmcmiAMM 
Newsletters - %*><>» 















FEATURE 

The Knitters Bookshelf 



Chant'd KflKiin j 0«fg^s 



Stitch Dictionaries 



C. Walker 



Barbara Walker Volumes 1-4 

Published by Schoolhouse Press 

These four volumes were published between 1968 and 1972 
and are still of relevance today. They were out of print until 
recently, when they were re-issued by Schoolhouse Press. 
They cover a wide range of stitch patterns, including textured 
knit and purl patterns, eyelets, lace, cables and colourwork. 
Each example is presented clearly and concisely, in either 
written or charted (sometimes both) formats with an 
accompanying image (black and white) of a finished swatch. 
The combined works contain over 1,000 stitch patterns, 
making it (possibly) the most comprehensive collection to 
date. Not all patterns are Barbara’s own design, as she 
collected them from many other sources, but each third party 
stitch has an acknowledgement. 

They’re not really suitable for beginners, as they don’t teach 
the reader how to knit, but are a great resource if you are 
lookingto design something beautiful, as Barbara intended. 



Knitwear Design Workshop 

By Shirley Paden, published by Interweave Press LLC 

Destined to be a modern classic, this book strips design to its 
component parts and gives the reader the tools to create what they can 
imagine. It’s a complete course in one handy, spiral bound (so it lays 
flat) volume. The designer is taken from accurate body measurements, 
initial ideas and research through to the calculations needed for a 
perfect fit and finish. 

The maths for shaping and grading (as well as different necklines, 
sleeve styles and more) is broken down into a fool-proof method and, 
refreshingly, shows how to work the maths backwards to double check. 
This is very handy if you tend to do the same sum ten times over only to 
get ten different results! The formulae are explained throughout and 
are also given in short form in a handy reference section that also 
contains CYC (Craft Yarn Council) standard measurements for men, 
women and children. Combine the advice in this book with any Barbara 
Walker, and you’re on to a winner! 



Harmony Guides 

Edited by: Various, updated versions published byAnova Books 



Originally published in 
the 1970’s and 80’s- 
The Harmony Guides 
collection covers a wide 
variety of stitch 
patterns, including knit 
and purl, lace, cables & 
aran, colourwork and 
more. The original 
guides were A4-sized 
and contained black 
and white images, but 
the new versions 
(compiled by well known knitters such as Erika Knight) are 
packed with colour photography. No one book is a complete 
resource, but together they’re a lovely library of inspiration. 









photography Arnaidur Halldorsson 




PATTERN 

Sockband Socks 



Sockband Socks 



Inspired by traditional coloured sock bands and Icelandic colourwork 
techniques, these certainly have impact and interest galore! 




Helene is French by nationality, but settled in Iceland and is an 
expert on traditional Icelandic knitting techniques and design. 
Find out more atwww.icelandicknitter.com 



“Vibrant coloured sockbands 
(strips of fabric that wound around 
usually plain socks to hold them 
in place) were the inspiration for 
this design. Originals housed in 
the Textile Museum in Blonduos 
are particularly striking examples^ 
although it is unknown when they 
were made.” 



advanced- 



skills USED 



I Decreasing 
I Colourwork (stranded) 
I Afterthought heels 
I Knitting in rounds 
I Workingfrom a chart 
I Kitchener stitch 



FINISHED 



MEASUREMENTS 



lSizes:AdultS(M:L) 

I Foot circumference: 
16.5 (20.5: 25)cm or 
(8:9^)in 

I Foot length: 23 (24: 26) 
cmor9(93^:1034)in 
I Length (from cuff to 
heel):18cm/7in 



YARN USED 



Knit Picks, 

Stroll Sock Yarn, 

■ 75% superwash merino 
wool, 25% nylon 

■ 50g/211m/231 yd 



I Colours: 

MC: Black-1 ball 
CC1:Bare-1 ball 
CC2: Fedora Dark 
Brown -1 ball; 

CC3: Jack Rabbit 
Heathermedium 
brown -1 ball; 

CC4: Cork light brown 
-1 ball 



TENSION 



I Work 32 sts and 48 
rows in stocking stitch 
stitch to measure 
10x10cm/4x4in using 
2.25mm (US 1) needles, 
or size required to 
obtain correcttension 



NOTIONS 



I Size 2.25mm (USD 
circneedleordouble- 
pointed needles 
I Stitch marker 
I Tapestry needle 



SPECIALABBREVIATIONS 

Central Double Dec 

This is worked as a S2SK(slip2, slipl, knit)-slip 2 sts 
together as if to knit, slip 1 as if to knit, insert left needle 
from backto front in the 3 sts and k3tog through the 
back loops. 

PATTERN NOTES 

This stranded pattern alternated with short rows gives 
the illusion of the woven bands thatwere braided 
around the legs to hold socks in place in the past. For 
a more striking effect, the socks are designed so they 
are not completely symmetrical. They are knitted from 
the cuff down with an afterthought heel, a star toe, 
and a few short rows under the sole for comfort. When 
workingthe short rows, use the yarn over method 
described on page 65. 

You can obtain more sizes by changing the needle size, 
using smaller or larger needles-for example, 26 sts 
and 36 rows to 10x10cm/4x4in in St st using size US 3 
(3.25mm) needle. 

SOCKS 

(make 2) 

With MC and 2.25mm (US 1) needle, cast on 
52 (64: 78) sts. Join to work in the round, taking care not 
to twist sts, pm to indicate end of round. 

Workin*k1,p1*ribfor6rnds. 

Contwith MC in ststfor2 rnds, inc 1 st in size M. 52 (65: 
78) sts. 

Leg 

Rnds 1-11: Work pattern band in stranded knitting with 
a jogless join (see pg 66 for tutorial). 

Rnds 12-13: Work 1 rndwith MC, then short rows as 
follows: turn, yo, p42 (49: 55), turn, yo, * knit to 5 sts (4 
sts and a yo) before gap, turn, yo, purl to 5 sts before 
gap, turn,yo* 4 times, knit to end of rnd and knit next 
rndclosingallgaps. 

Rnds 14-24: Work pattern band. 

Rnds 25-26: Work 1 rndwith MC, then short rows as 
follows: K1 0 (1 6: 23), turn, yo, pi 0 (1 6: 23), turn, yo, *knit 
to next yo, k2tog (yo a nd next st), k3, tu rn, yo, pu rl to 
next yo, ssp (yo a nd next st), p3, tu rn, yo* 4 ti mes, cont 
to knit in the rnd, knit to nextyo, k2tog, knit to 1 st 
before nextyo, ssk, knit to end of rnd. 

3 
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KEY 




CC1 

CC2 

CCS 

CC4 



CHART 




Repeat Rnds 1 -26 once more. 



Star toe 

Rnd 1 : *K2tog, k11 * to end of rnd . 48 (60: 72) sts 
Rnd 2 and all even rows: Knit all sts. 

Rnd 3: *K2tog, k1 0* to end of rnd. 44 (55: 66) sts 
Rnd 5: *K2tog, k9* to end of rnd. 40 (50: 60) sts 
Rnd 7: *K2tog, k8* to end of rnd. 36 (45: 54) sts 
Rnd 9: *K2tog, k7* to end of rnd. 32 (40: 48) sts 
Rnd 11 : *K2tog, k6* to end of rnd. 28 (35: 42) sts 
Rnd 13: *K2tog, k5* to end of rnd. 24 (30: 36) sts 
Rnd 15: *K2tog, k4* to end of rnd. 20 (25: 30) sts 
Rnd 17: *K2tog, k3* to end of rnd. 1 6 (20: 24) sts 
Rnd 1 9: *K2tog, k2* to end of rnd. 1 2 (1 5: 1 8) sts 
Rnd 21 : *K2tog, k1 * to end of rnd. 8 (1 0: 1 2) sts 
Breakyarn, draw it trough the sts. 



Available in Icelandic 
Handknits 

By Helene Magnusson 
Voyageur Press 
£20 (Hardback) 

ISBN 9780760342442 




Afterthought Heel 

Cont with MC and in next rnd, work first (right foot) or 
last (left foot) 26 (32: 38) sts in rnd with a contrasting 
color scrapyarn, place sts backon left needle and knit 
them again with MC. 

Footwork pattern band 

Rnds 1-11: Work 3 rndswith MC, then short rowacross 
the sole as follows: K26 (32: 38) sts (right foot) or 
knit to end of rnd (left foot), turn, yo, p26 (32: 38) sts, 
turn, yo. Cont knitting in the rnd, closing all gaps (see 
Techniques). 

Work 2 more rndswith MC, then work pattern band 
Rnds 1-11. 

Cont even with MC until foot measures 14 (1 5: 1 6.5)cm 
or S'A (6: 6/^)in from scrapyarn or about 5cm/2in short 
of desired length. 



Heel 

Remove scrapyarn and place live sts on needles. 

Work in the rnd with MC: pick up 2 extra sts and k2tog 
(make a double lifted dec on each side). 54 (66: 78) sts. 
Work central double dec on each side in every other 
row; the extra picked up st is at the center of the 
double dec: 

Rnd 1 : *Knit to 1 st before extra st, s2sk* twice. 

Rnd 2: Knit all sts. 

Rnd 3: *Knit to 1 st before central dec st, s2sk* twice. 
Rnd 4: Knit all sts. 

Repeat Rnds 3 and 4 until 1 8 (22: 26) sts rem. 

Divide sts in two and graft together back to bottom to 
close the heel. 

FINISHING 

Weave in ends and block. 
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PATTERN 

Sockband Socks 



Techniques 



YARN OVER SHORT 
ROWS 

A short row is a row that is 
not fully knitted and thus 
shorter; the work is turned 
before reaching the end 
of the row. At the turning 
point, this can leave a hole. 
Different methods exist to 
close this gap. In Iceland, the 
'yarn over’ method seems to 
be the most popular. 

The yarn over (yo) is made 
after each turning point. 
When closing the gaps, the 
yarn over and the stitch on 
the other side of the gap are 
knitted together so the yarn 
over is under the stitch. If 
you feel more comfortable 
with the wrap and turn 
method, simply read the 
instructions 'turn, yo’ as 
'w&t’,and pick up the wraps 
the way you are used to. 

Howto make a yarn over 
(yo) at the beginning of 
a row; 

On knit row, a yo is made by 
bringing the yarn to the front. 



f 




Theyarn is at the back; bring 
yarn to the front between the 
needles. 




Knit the next stitch. 




Theyarn hasformed a loop 
overthe needle. 



Howto dose gaps 

The yo and the stitch on the 
other side of the gap are 
knitted together in such 
mannerthattheyo is under 
the stitch. 




P2tog if the yo is on the left 
side of the gap. 



On purl row, a yo is made by 
bringingtheyarn to the back. 




Theyarn is at the front, bring 
yarn to the back between the 
needles. 




Purl the stitch. 




Theyarn hasformed a loop 
overthe needle. 




Ssp if the yo is on the right 
side of the gap. 




Ssk if the yo is on the left side 
on the gap 



When knitting in the round, 
you are always closing 
gaps from the knit side, 
but if you are using the 
yo method when working 
back and forth, you may 
have to close gaps on the 
purl side. The principle is 
the same; the yo and the 
stitch on the other side 
of the gap are knitted 
together in such manner 
thattheyo is underthe 
stitch. 



Different methods exist to close the 
gaps. In Iceland, this yarn over method 
seems to be the most popular 



c 
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PATTERN 

Sockband Socks 




Techniques JOGLESSJOIN 




Because when knitting in the 
round you are in fact working 
spiral rows, a jog appears at 
color changes. To avoid it, you 
can work a jogless join. 

Atthe end of the round 
(Dwhenaboutto change 
colours, slip last stitch in 




the round backonthe left 
needle (2). 

Knitwith the new colour (the 
slipped last stitch included) 
(3). Stop atthe end of the 
round, just before the stitch 
thatwas slipped (4). 




With the tip of right needle, lift 
the previous colour slipped 
stitch (5) under the new colour 
stitch onto left needle (6) and 
k2tog with the lifted stitch and 
first stitch in new colour (7). 

The colour changeswill be 
almost invisible (8 and 9). 



4 
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Abbreviations & Ruler 



Get to know your Ml Ls fronn your PSSOs with our comprehensive knitting 
abbreviation guide and our handy ruler- perfect for knitting on the go 



ALT 

APPROX 

BEG 

BM 

CC 

CH 

CM 

CN 

CONT 

DC 

DEC 

DPN(S) 

EST 

POLL 

G 

IN 

INC 

K 

KFB 

K2TOG 

KWISE 

LH 

M 

MM 

MEAS 

M1 

M1L 

M1R 

M1P 

MB 

MC 

P 

PATT 

P2TOG 

PB 

PFB 

PM 

PREV 

PSSO 

PWlSE 



alternate 
approximately 
beginning 
before marker 
contrasting colour 
chain (crochet) 
centimetre 
cable needle 
continue 

double crochet (UK crochet) 
decrease 

double-pointed needle(s) 

established 

following 

grams 

inch 

increase/increasing 

knit 

knit into front and back of stitch 

knit the next two sts together 

knitwise 

left hand 

metre(s) 

millimetres 

measures 

make 1 (increase 1 st) 
make 1 left 



make 1 right 
make 1 purl 
make bobble 
main colour 
purl 
pattern 

purl 2 together 
place bead 

purl into front and back of stitch 

place marker 

previous 

pass slipped st over 
purlwise 



REM 


remaining 


REP(S) 


repeat(s) 


REV ST ST 


reverse stocking stitch 


RND(S) 


round(s) 


RH 


right hand 


RS 


right side 


SKPO 


slip 1, knit 1, pass slipped st over 


SK2PO 


slip 1, knit 2 stitches together, 
pass slipped st over 


SL1 


slip 1 stitch 


SLST 


slip stitch 


SM 


slip marker 


SSK 


slip 2 sts (one at a time), knit 2 
slipped stitches together tbi 


SSP 


slip 2 sts (one at a time), purl 2 
slipped stitches together tbI 


ST(S) 


stitch(es) 


ST ST 


stocking stitch 


TBL 


through back loop 


TOG 


together 


W&T 


wrap & turn 


WS 


wrong side 


WYIB 


with yarn in back 


WYIF 


with yarn in front 


YB 


yarn back (no increase) 


YD 


yard(s) 


YF 


yarn forward 
(no increase) 


YO 


yarn over 


YRN 


yarn round needle 




'A 




PappIeliRda Grains 

bove to Gpocbet 




King Cole Opium Yarn, 
New for Spring Summer. 



10 lovely shades and 8 designs, 
visit the website for more details. 

For all your Knitting and Crochet needs visit us online at 



WWW. purplelindacr aft s .co.uk 
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Waving M itts 

These cute little fingerless mitts are great for showcasing hand-dyed yarn 

and the chevron cuff creates little rippling waves for extra interest a 
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Rhian has been knitting for six years, 
designing for three, and spends the 
rest of her time working as a journalist 
and watching far too much '70s Doctor 
Who. She lives in Bath with her husband and young son, and 
blogs at thecraftygeek.blogspot.com. 



“This soft, subtly variegated yarn 
seemed perfect for mitts, and I 
wanted to show off its colours in 
plain stocking stitch. A gentle 
feather and fan cuff adds interest.” 




DIFFICULT^ 



BEGINNER 



SKILLS USED 



■ Increasing 

■ Decreasing 

■ Yarn overs 

■ Knitting in the round 



MEASUREMENTS 



■ Hand circumference: 
16cm/6k4in 

■ Length: 22cm/8^ 



YARN USED 



Knit Picks, Imagination 

■ 50% merino wool, 

25% superfine alpaca, 
25% nylon 

■ 50g/201 m/21 9yd 

■ Shade: Enchanted 
Forest 

■ 1 skein 



EASE 



■ Icm/Min negative ease 



TENSION 



■ Work 31 sts and 42 
rnds in st st to measure 
10x10cm/4x4in using 
2.75mm (US 2) needles, 
or size required to 
obtain correct tension 



NOTIONS 



■ 2.75mm (US 2) circular 
needle, 80cm/40in or 
longer (for Magic Loop) 
or preferred needles 
forworkinga small 
circumference in the 
round 

■ Two stitch markers 

■ Tapestry needle 

■ Waste yam 



SPECIAL STITCH PATTERNS 



WAVE PATTERN 



(multiple of 24 sts) 

Rnds 1-3: Knit. 

Rnd 4: *(P2tog) four times, (yo, k1) seven times, yo, 
k1, (p2tog) four times; rep from * to end. 

Rep Rnds 1-4 for patt. 

MITTS 

(make 2) 

Cast on 48 sts and join to work in the rnd, being 
careful not to twist sts. 

Rnd 1: Knit. 

Rnd 2: Purl. 

Work Rnds 1 -4 of Wave Pattern six times. 

Rnds 27-49: Knit. 

Rnd 50: Knit to 1 st before end of rnd, pm. Ml, k1. 
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PATTERN 

Waving Mitts 




Rnd 51: K1, M1, pm, knitto end of rnd. 

Rnd 52: Knitto marker, sm, knitto next marker, sm, 
M1, knittoend of rnd. 

Rnd 53: Knitto marker, M1,sm, knittoend of rnd. 



YARN REVIEW 

Rhian says “This yarn 
is so soft in your hands 
- you can really feel the 
alpaca. Warm and soft; 
it s perfect for mitts like 
this, and it s easy to get a 
pair from one skein with 
plenty to spare.” 

YARN ALTERNATIVES 

♦ SAVE 

Artesano, Alpaca 4ply 

♦ SPEND 

John Arbon, Alpaca 
Supreme 4ply 

♦ SPOIL YOURSELF 
KnitWitches, Swiss Spun 
Cashmere and Silk 



Rep last 2 rnds 7 times more. 10sts between beg 
of rnd and first marker, and 10 sts between second 
markerand end of rnd. 66 sts 

Rnds 68-69: Knit. 

Rnd 70: K1 0. Place last 20 sts worked (1 0 sts on 
eithersideof begof rnd)on holder. Knittoend of 
rnd. Cast on 2 sts using backwards loop cast-on, then 
join once more to work in the rnd. 48 sts 

Rnds 71-86: Knit. 

Rnd 87: Purl. 

Rnd 88: Knit. 

Rnd 89: Purl. 

Rnd 90: Knit. 

Rnd 91: Purl. 

Cast off loosely. 

Thumb 

Place 20 held sts for thumb on needle and pick up 8 



sts from the inside of the gap, for a total of 28 sts on 
needle. 

K24. Pmfor begof rnd (at centre of8 sts picked up 
in gap). 

Rnd 1: Knit. 

Rnd 2: K1, k2tog, knitto 3 sts before end of rnd, ssk, 
k1. 26sts 

Rnds3-12: Knit. 

Rnd 13: Purl. 

Rnd 14: Knit. 

Rnd 15: Purl. 

Rnd 16: Knit. 

Rnd 17: Purl. 

Cast off loosely. 

Repeat for second mitt. 

FINISHING 

Weave in ends and blockgentlyto 
measurements. 
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Intuition Cowl 

A great one-ball project ideal for a quick or portable knit this cowl is 
snuggly, warm and just perfect to wear on cold, drizzly days 



DESIGNER 



NDADRAGE 



Linda learntto knit at primary school. She is part of a large 
family of crafters, most of whom knit. Linda runs Close Knit a 
monthly social group for knitters. She also keeps bees. 

“A swatch for a yarn review ran away 
with me, and became this cowl. 

It s so versatile, as the slip stitch 
pattern can be worked for as long as 
required. It s a great introduction 
to working in the round and can be 
worked up in any yarn, providing 
the needle size is changed to match 
it.” 




DIFFICULTY^ 



BEGINNER 



Rnd 1 : *SI1 purl-wise, k1 , yo, psso both the k1 and the yo; 
repeat from * to end of round. 

Rnd 2: Knit. 

Rnd 3: K1 , *sl1 purl-wise, k1 , yo, psso both the k1 and the 
yo; repeat from * to last stitch, k1 . 

Rnd 4: Knit. 



SKILLS USED 



■ Knitting in the round 

■ Slipping stitches 

■ Yarn overs 



FINISHED_^^| 

MEASUREMENTS 



■ 20cm/8in 
deep, 56cm/22in 
circumference 



YARN USED 



Lang Yarns, Mia 

■ 80% baby alpaca, 
20% acrylic 

■ 50g/125m/136yd 

■ Shade: 642 



EASE 



■ This cowl is meant to 
be a generous fit 



TENSION 



■ Work 17 sts and 26 
rows in slip-stich panel 
pattern to measure 
10x10cm/4x4in 
using 5mm needles, 
or size required to 
obtain tension. Exact 
tension is not required 
but should remain 
consistent and yardage 
may vary 



NOTIONS 



■ 5mm (US 8) circular 
needle or set of five 
longdpns 

■ One stitch marker 

■ Tapestry needle 



YARN REVIEW 

Linda says “Mia is a 
lovely soft, fuzzy yarn. It 
knits up to a very drapey 
fabric, which sits gently 
on the skin. It looks like 
Icelandic yarn when 
knitted up, but feels much 
softer. It is very warm to 
wear. I would happily use 
it again.” 

YARN ALTERNATIVES 

♦ SAVE Rico, Fashion 
Country Aran 

♦ SPEND Artesano, Aran 

♦ SPOILYOURSELF 

Mirasol, Miski 



COWL 

Cast on 1 00 stitches. Join to knit in the round, taking care 
not to twist stitches. Place marker. Work as follows, slipping 
the marker as you go: 

Purl 4 rounds. 

Knit 14 rounds. 

Work the instructions for the slip-stitch panel four times - a 
total ofl 6 rounds. 

Knit 14 rounds. 

Purl 4 rounds. 



Cast off using purl stitch. 

FINISHING 

Weave in ends. 

Block gently. 
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PATTERN 






Intuition Cowl 


■ 
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COLOUI^ 
CODED 



*'1 
m 






INTRODUCING ThI 
NEW MILLAMIA 
COLLECTION OF 
ADULT KNITTING 
PATTERNS 




Visit www.millamia.com to buy on-line or to see a full list of our stockists 
Tel: 08450 17 74 74, info@millamia.com, www.millamia.com 






Slipstitch Mitts 

These ‘fraternar mitts are a great way to evenly use yarn and make a 
quirky addition to your spring wardrobe 




.DESIGNER, 



^^ZOE CLEMENTS 



Zoe is addicted to knitting and crochet 
is rarely seen without needle or hook 
close to hand and has been known to 
knit in her sleep. Even though her stash 
could double as house insulation, she is always happy to make 
room for more. 



“The yarn remaining from the 
Slipstitch Cowl (issue 58) was 
enough for a matching pair of 
gloves. In an attempt to be as 
economical with the yarn as 
possible^ I experimented with 
opposites’ - ribbing in alternate 
colours^ and one thumb of each, 
resulting in ‘fraternal’ gloves rather 
than ‘twins’ and loved the effect!” 



PATTERN NOTES 

There is no need to cut the yarn between colour changes 
-just carry the yarn up the inside of the gloves, taking care 
not to pull it too tight or the slip stitches will be shorter 
along the join. Pull gently along the join before completing 
the final rib to help even them out. 

The gloves are close fitting - pick the unstretched 
circumference closest to your wrist size. When worn, the 
stitches open up nicely to reveal the colourwork. 

Handy hint Asyou need to work your tension square in 
the round, bythe time you have worked a 10cm/4in long 
swatch, you will almost have finished the gloves! Why not 
start working the gloves, trying them on as you go instead? 

RIGHT HAND 



Using CC1, cast on 32 (34: 36) sts. Place stitch 
marker to indicate the beginning of the round 
- although this isn’t essential for working a magic loop. The 
yarn tail from your cast on will always be facing you at the 
beginning of each new round. 

Join to work in the round, taking care not to twist. 

Rnd1:K1,p1 around. 




DIFFICULTY, 



INTERMEDIATE 



SKILLS USED 



■ Slip stitches 

■ Knitting in rounds 

■ Magic loop 

■ Picking up stitches 

■ Afterthought thumb 



YARN USED 



Blacker Swan 

■ 100% merino 

■ 50g/110m/119yd 

■ CC1 : Sea Green - 1 ball 

■ CC2: Stone -1 ball 



TENSION 



■ Work 23st and 33 rows 
to 10x10cm/4x4in in 
the round, using 5mm 
(US 8) circular needles 



NOTIONS 



■ 5mm circular needle, 
80cm/30in (or longer) 
for magic loop 

■ Stitch marker 

■ Waste yarn (in a 
constrasting colour) 

■ Tapestry needle 



FINISHED_^^| 

MEASUREMENTS 



Wrist circumference 
(unstretched): 

■ Small: 16cm/6%in 

■ Medium: 17.5cm/6%in 

■ Large: 1 9cm/7>2in 

■ Length (all sizes): 
18cm/7in 



Repeat Rnd 1 four more times (5 rnds of rib in total). 

Begin colourwork 

Using CC2, work as follows: 

Rnds 6 & 7: *Knit one, slip one purlwise; rep from * around. 



YARN REVIEW 

Zoe says “This is 
possibly the softest 
merino I’ve worked with! 
It has great bounce, lovely 
drape and handles well.” 

YARN ALTERNATIVES 

♦ SAVE Stylecraft, Special 

♦ SPEND Rowan, Felted 
Tweed DK 

♦ SPOILYOURSELF 

Natural Dye Studio, 

Angel DK 



Rnd 8: Knit around. 

Rnds 9-1 1 : Switch to CC1 , rep Rnds 6-8. 

Rep Rnds 6-1 1 for pattern, working 1 1 more colour 
changes, ending with a CC2 all knit round. 

Next rnd: Knit 2 sts using CC2, then knit 6 (7: 7) sts using 
waste yarn. Return to CC2 and knit over the waste yarn, 
returning to the slip stitch pattern for the remainder of 
the round. 

Change to CC1 , repeat rnds 6 and 7 only. 

Repeat Rnds 6-1 1 four more times, then work Rnds 6-1 0 
once (ending on a CC2 slip stitch round). 
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PATTERN 

Slipstitch Mitts 



Reader Offer: Blacker Yarns are 
offering Yarnwise readers a 10% 
discount on their new Blacker 
Swan range until 26 April 2013. 
To benefit from this discount use 
the code SWANYW5910 with your 
purchase on their website, 

^ www.blackeryarns.co.uk 



Change to CC1, and work five rounds of k1 , pi rib. 

Cast off in pattern, ensuring an elastic cast off for a 
comfortable fit 

LEFT HAND 



Using CC2, cast on 32 (34: 36) sts. Place stitch marker to 
indicate the beginning of the round - although this isn’t 
essential for working magic loop. The yarn tail from your 
cast on will always be facing you at the beginning of each 
new round. 

Join to work in the round, taking care not to twist 
Rnd1:K1,p1 around. 

Repeat Rnd 1 four more times (5 rnds of rib in total). 

Begin colourwork 

Using CC1 , work as follows: 

Rnds 6 & 7: *Knit one, slip one purlwise; rep from * around. 
Rnd 8: Knit around. 

Rnds 9-1 1 : Switch to CC2, rep Rnds 6-8. 

Rep Rnds 6-1 1 for pattern, working 1 1 more colour 
changes, ending with a CC1 all knit round. 



Next rnd: Work in slip stitch pattern to last 8 (9: 9) sts using 
CC1 , then knit 6 (7: 7) sts using waste yarn. Return to CC1 
and knit over the waste yarn, knit to end of rnd. 

Change to CC2, repeat rnds 6 and 7 only. 

Repeat Rnds 6-1 1 four more times, then work Rnds 6-1 0 
once (ending on a CC1 slip stitch round). 

Change to CC2, and work five rounds of k1, pi rib. 

Cast off in pattern, ensuring an elastic cast off for a 
comfortable fit. 

AFTERTHOUGHTTHUMB 



(left and right hands) 

Pick up 6 (7: 8) sts at bottom of waste yarn, 1 st at the side, 6 
(7:7) sts at the top of waste yarn and 1 st at the side. Remove 
waste yarn. 1 4 (1 6: 1 6) sts. 

Knit until thumb measures desired length (approximately 
3cm/ 1 %in) and cast off. 

FINISHING 

Weave in ends. 

Block gently 
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B/acker Yarns 






REGULAR 

Reader’s Projects 



YOUR GALLERY 

Here we showcase some fantastic readers’ versions of 
patterns from previous issues to inspire you 



We love to see all the fabulous items you’ve 
been busy making from past issues and each 
month. Craft Factory will be giving away a 
prize to our Star Knitter. 

To be in with a chance of winning, email 
photos of your finished projects to: 
helen(^tailormadepublishing. co. uk 





1. Sra/? KNITTER Linns O'H alloran has 
knit the Jared Waistcoat by Janine Le Cras 
from issue 52 for her Father. She has 
added an ‘afterthought pocket’ on the 
side using the method from Elizabeth 
Zimmerman. 

2. Kathy Harry-(aka Woolyeyes on Rav) has 
finished the pretty and very popular Lydia 
Crescent Shawl by Brenda Castiel from 
issue 45 

3* Rosemary Tilly (aka Purlrose on Rav) has 
made the Lovelace Skirt featured in issue 
35 designed by Dutch Knitting Design 

4- Laurel Rhys has recreated the versatile 
Lord Loxley Pullover designed by Megan 
Grewal from issue 40 

5- Sydney Crab a ugh (aka Squidneyknit on 
Rav) has taken inspiration from Joan 
McGowan-Michael from issue 37 and 
recreated the Stephanie Tee Blouse in a 
beautiful green shade - and produced a 
lovely project photo too! 




e 




STAR KNIT PRIZE 



» This month’s Star Knitter, Linda O’Halloran, wins a useful Knitting Caddy 
(RRP £1 3.35, ref JR7050/PNK) and needle holder, complete with needles 
(RRP £27, ref IT004F) courtesy of Craft Factory. 

For stockist information call 01453 883581 or email 
craftsQ.stockistenquiries.co.uk and quote product reference numbers 
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"My designs are 
modern girly” 

Luxe Knits’ Laura Zukaite 
on working with top 
fashion labels 



PLUS TIPS & TRICKS * 



PATTERNS 



Howto personalise 
your projects with 
confidence 



• FERN CARDIGAN 

• BRAIDED SCARF 

• lace PONCHO 



• SUNRISE SOCKS 



GREAT WAYS TO 



SUBSCRIBE 



by knitters, for knitters 



Delivered straight to 
your door for just £48 
including postage 
and packaging 
(UK only) 



Make Liz Lotncks 



SPRING 
MEWARE 

ijSKviake Melanie Porter’s 
gorgeous bright 
lampshade 



Community 



legacy of Elizabeth 
Zimmermann 



Raising money 
and smiles with wool 



THEORY OF 
COLOUR 






I MegSwansen 

_ 1 tslks about her life 

CUrOp0 too I ofyarnandthe 



Rest of World £75 



written by knitters, for knitters 0 






PORTNOO PONCHO 
ICELANDIC SOCKS 
SLIPSTITCH MITTS 
CHEERY COSY 



CLEVER^ 
CAST ON 

Three ways to 
create perfect top 
down socks 



CELEBRATE 
ITISH DESIGN 






latest NEWS * KNITTING EVENTS * GREAT DESIGNS * BLOG SPOT 



PLUS TUTORIALS LATEST NEWS KNITTING EVENTS 4* GREAT DESIGNS 4* BLOG SPOT 











SUBSCRIBE 

today 

"PROD? _ 

£48 



1 



POST 



Have every issue delivered 
straight to your door for just 
£48 including postage and 
packaging (UK only) 



TELEPHONE 

Subscribe over the 
phone by calling 

01202 586848 



ONLINE 

Visit www.selectps.com 

and subscribe online 



SAVE MONEY 

on every issue 

FRESH knitting 
projects from your 
favourite designers 

Exciting INTERVIEWS 

INTERESTING tutorials 

IN-DEPTH features 

The BEST 

PRODUCTS reviewed 



SUBSCRIPTION FORM 

YES! ly like to subscribe to Yarnwise ancd save money 

This subscription is: EH For me EH A gift for someone* 

YOUR DETAILS MrD MrsD MissD MsD 
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*lf giving Yarnwise as a gift please complete both the recipient's and your own details (above) 
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Postcode 



PAYMENT OPTIONS 

1 DIRECT DEBIT PAYMENT -£12 every 3 issues (UK only) 

Instruction to your bank or building society to pay by Direct Debit 

Please fill in the form and send to: 

Select Publisher Services Ltd, PO Box 6337, user number® ® ® ® [7] ® 
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Name and full postal address of your bank or building society: 
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fD 



DIRECT 

Debit 
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2 CHEQUE 
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Ringwood 

Variation Socks 



Let the beauty of indy dyed yarn shine with 
a simple, textured stitch pattern, making 
the most of the colour variegations 






PATTERN 

Ringwood Variation Socks 



DESIGNER 





SHARON JANE 


^.1 


Sharon is the indy dyer of fivemoons 
yarns and loves working with colour 
and texture. She doesn’t get a lot of 



easily meinorable patterns that work well with multicolours 
to give plenty of interest whilst being easily picked up and 
portable, are very desirable, www.fivemoons.co.uk 



“I unvented’ this stitch whilst 
messing about with a classic 
riding glove pattern. Coupled 
with a multicoloured yarn, a 
slight variation in the gusset, and 
a reinforced heel turn as well as 
heel flap, I thought it would make a 
perfect portable project - an easily 
memorised stitch pattern with just 
enough interest to keep you going, 
producing a hardwearing sock for 
regular wear.” 



DIFFICULT]^ 



SKILLS USED 



I Decreasing 
I Pick up & knit 
I Knitting in rounds 
I Knitting in rows 
I Kitchener stitch 



FINISHED 



MEASUREMENTS 



I Circumference: approx 
20cm/8in 

I Foot length: approx 
25cm/10in 
I Leg length (to top of 
heel): approx 1 6cm/6in 



YARN USED 



fivemoons, 

Lunaplus4ply 

■ 75% merino wool, 
25% nylon 



INTERMEDIATE 



I100g/425m/464yd 
I Colour: Winterwood-1 
skein 



1 2cm/%in negative ease 



TENSION 



I Work 34 sts and 44 
rows in st stto measure 
10x10cm/4x4in 
using 2.5mm (US 
1.5) needles, orsize 
required to obtain 
correcttension 



NOTIONS 



I A set of five 2.5mm (US 
1.5)DPNs 

I Four stitch markers 
I Tapestry needle 




SPECIALSTITCH PATTERNS 



Textured Stitch 

Worked in the round over a multiple of 4 sts and 6 rounds. 
Rnds1 &2:Knit. 

Rnd3:(K1,p1)toend. 

Rnds4&5:Knit. 

Rnd6:(P1,k1)toend. 

PATTERN NOTES 



Atop-down sockworked in an all-overtextured stitch, 
with pheasant-eye reinforced heel flap and turn, and 
gussetdecreasesworked from the bottom of the heel 
flap to maintain the stitch pattern flow down the top of 
the foot. 

SOCKS 



(make 2) 

Using 2.5mm (US 1 .5) dpns, orsize required to 
obtain tension, cast on 64 sts. Arrange evenly over 
ndls, and join to work in the round being careful not to 
twist the sts. 

Thetailofthecastonandjunctionofndlsl and3 mark 
the beginning of the round, butyou may wish to place a 
stitch marker. 

Cuff 

Work 1 2 rounds in (k2, p2) rib. 
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Leg 

Connnnence working in textured stitch as follows: 

Work rnds 1 -6 of st patt 1 2 tinnes, ending with a rnd 6. (72 
rnds worked in textured st patt.) 

Divide for heel 

K1 6, turn. 

SI1,p31,turn. 

The heel flap will be worked backand forth on these 32 
stsusing2ndls. 



Rep rows 1 -3, turn. (Total of 32 rows worked for heel flap.) 

Turn Heel 

Row1(WS):SI1 pwise,p18,p2tog,p1,turn.31 sts 
Row2(RS):SI1 pwise,(k1,sl1 pwise)3times,k1,ssk,k1, 
turn. 30 sts 

Row3: SI1 pwise, p8, p2tog, p1 , turn. 29 sts 
Row4: SI1 , (k1 , sl1 pwise) 4 times, k1 , ssk, k1 , turn. 28 sts 
Row 5: SI1, purl to 1 st before gap created by turning, 
p2tog, p1, turn. 27 sts 

Row 6: SI1 , (k1 , sl1 pwise) 5 times, k1 , ssk, k1 , turn. 26 sts 
Row7:SI1, p12, p2tog, p1,turn. 25 sts 

Rep last two rows until all 32 sts of the heel flap have 
been worked, ending with a RS row. Do not turn. 20 sts 
remain 

Gusset 

With RS facing, pick up and knit 1 6 sts from side of heel 
flap, PM,work32remlegstsintexturedstpattasset(ie 
rnd 1), PM, pick up and knit 1 6 stsfrom other side of heel 
flap, k10 stsfrom heel flap. 84 sts 

Rearrange sts on ndls if necessary, and continue working 
in the round as follows: 

Rnd1 : K9, PM, k1, ssk, kto marker, sm, work32sts in patt 
as set, sm, kto last 1 2 sts, k2tog, k1 , pm, kto end. 82 sts 
Rnd2: K9, sm, kto marker, sm, work 32 sts in patt as set, 
sm, kto marker, sm,kto end. 

Rnd3: K9, sm, k1, ssk, kto marker, sm, work 32 sts in patt 
as set, sm, kto 3 sts before marker, k2tog, k1, sm, kto 
end. 80 sts 

Rep Rnds 2 and 3 until 64 sts rem. 



YARN REVIEW 

Sharon says “fivemoons 
Luna plus 4ply is a 
hardworking sock yarn 
that’s soft to handle and 
lovely to use, but still 
hardwearing. It comes 
in an ever- changing 
range of one-of-a-kind 
multicolours from subtle 
to wildly contrasting, as 
well as solids, and works 
equally well with texture 
and lace.” 

YARN ALTERNATIVES 

♦ SAVE: Araucania, Ranco 

♦ SPEND: Malabrigo, Sock 

♦ SPOIL YOURSELF: 

fivemoons, Selardi 
twist 4ply 



Rearrange the rem 32 sts as necessary, to be worked 
on later. 

The last row worked counts as the first row of the heel 
flap. 

Notethatthebeginningofthe round is now atthe centre 
ofthe heel flap. 

Heel Flap 

The first st of every row is slipped, in order to create 
a chain up eitherside ofthe flap in which to pickup 
stitches later. 

With RS facing, work in Pheasant’s Eye reinforced stitch 
as follows: 

Row1 (RS):SI1,(k1,sl1 pwise) rep to last st,k1. 
Row2(WS):SI1,ptoend. 

Row 3: SI1 , k1 , (k1 , sl1 pwise) rep to last 2 sts, k2. 
Row4:SI1,ptoend. 

Rep these 4 rows 6 times more (total of 28 rows, including 
last rowworked for heel divide). 



Foot 

Remove the first and last markers and cont working as 
set on the rem 64 sts for 44 more rnds. 

The length ofthe foot may be increased or decreased 
atthis point, but try to end with either Rnd 3 or 6 ofthe 
textured stpatt. 

Toe 

Rnd 1: Kto 3 sts before first marker, k2tog, k1, sm, k1, ssk, 
kto 3 sts before second marker, k2tog, k1, sm, k1, ssk, k 
to end. 60 sts 

Rnd 2: K to end, sm asyou come to them. 

Rep Rnds 1 and 2 until 24 sts rem, endingwith a Rnd 2. 

Kto first marker. Discard first marker and transfer next 
12 ststo one needle. Discard second markerand 
transfer last 1 2 ststo a second needle. Graft sts using 
Kitchener st. 

FINISHING 



Weave in ends and blockif desired. 
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Nova 

Starter Set 

has 3 pairs of needles sizes 4, 5, and 
6mm and three cables to make 60, 80, 
and1 00 cms circular needles. £19.50 



Coleshill Accessories 



For more information on these products go 

www.coleshillaccessories.co. 
or telephone 01202 829461 



to 

uk 



Needle Sizer 

Identify needle sizes and use to 
measure gauge of stitches or rows. 
Magnifying strip. 

2-12mm 0-17U.S. 

15 cms (6”) long £2.95 



Chart Keeper 

Strong magnets hold pattern/chart 
close and easy to read. Long 
magnet acts as guide line. 

Pocket for accessories. Stands 
upright or folds flat to store. 

Smart black jacquard cover. 

Large - 30 x 25cm (12” x 10”) £29.95 
Small - 26.5 x 17 cm (10.5" x 7”) £17.95 



Knit ProSymphonie 
Straight Needles 
35cms (14”) 

Rainbow coloured birch- 
wood with strong, sharp points. Super smooth so 
yarns glide over them. Great for arthritic hands 
3.00, 3.25, 3.50, 4.00, 4.5 mm £7.25 pr 
5.00, 5.5, 6.00 mm £8.40 pr 
7.00, 8.00 mm £10.80 pr 
9.00, 10.00 mm £13.20 pr 
12.00 mm £15.60 pr 

Sets of Knit-Pro Nova metal 
interchangeable needles in nickel plated 
brass. Lightweight and polished for excellent 
stitch glide. Durable tapered points. The tips 
screw into the cables, enabling you to change 
size quickly and economically. You can knit 
straight or in the round. 



Nova Metal 
De Luxe Set 

has 8 pairs 
of needles sizes 3.5, 4.0, 4.5, 5.00, 
5.5, 6.0, 7.0 and 8.0mm and 4 cables 
to make 60, 80, 100 and 120 cms 
circular needles £49.95 



Knit-Pro Symfonie Crochet Hooks 

Remember to state size:- 

3.00, 3.50 mm £4.30 
4.00, 4.50 £4.75 

5.00. 5.50 mm £5.10 
6.00 mm £5.95 



Symfonie De Luxe set 

Has 8 pairs of needles sizes 3.5, 
4.0, 4.5, 5.0, 5.5, 6.0, 7.0, 8.0mm. 
and 4 cables to make 60, 80, 100 & 
120 cms circular needles. 

£59.95 



Clover Row counter 

Pendant style for using with circular 
needles. Just click to change the 
number. Lockable £6.95 



Symfonie Starter set 

Has 3 knitting tips sizes 4mm, 
5mm, 6mm and three cables 
60cm, 80cm andlOOcm. 

£21.50 



Postage & packing. Orders up to £12 - £2.95 . Orders £12 to £25 - £3.95. Orders over £25 - £4.95 



0rd6r from Coloshill Accossorios (cheques payable to Siesta Frames Ltd) 
Unit D. Longmeadow Ind.Est. Three Legged Cross, Wimborne. BH21 6RD 

Telephone. 01202 829461 www.coleshillaccessories.co.uk 
other items available at www.siestaframes.com 









All 2 knit 

After the completion of a charity 25-foot Christmas Tree, AII2Knitwas born. 
Helen Barker speaks to Alison Murray to find out more 



A lison tells us her mother, Ann, 
taught her how to knit from the 
age of seven but does admit to 
still not being able to decipher a 
knitting pattern to this day. Having said that 
though it is clear to see that she has a great 
skill to knit anything that comes from her 
imagination. Alison has always believed that: 
“Knitting should be fun, enjoyed by everyone, 
and that it should be seen as an art form and 
not ‘just knitting’.” With this in mind, she has 
explained that she has always been a keen 



creator of three-dimensional knitting and her 
creations have included a Kelloggs cornflakes 
box, Cadburys chocolate bars and a magazine 
cover commissioned by Bella magazine. 

Many years ago she also knitted the complete 
Mad Hatter’s tea party, which is now housed 
in an Irish knitting museum. 

Alison has always been involved with 
knitting since helping her mother run their 
knitwear shop in North West London before 
moving to North Devon. They designed and 
sold hand knitting patterns through the 



shop and also dyed their own buttons. It 
seems that this experience helped Alison 
along with the confidence to visualise and 
complete larger than life objects. 

WHERE IT ALL BEGAN 

It was back in February 2005 when Alison 
had a ‘lightbulb’ moment as she struggled 
to sleep one night. As thoughts passed 
her mind she came up with the idea 
of creating a local community knitting 
project to encourage people to knit and 
most importantly see knitting as an art 
form she desperately wanted to show 
people it could be. The plan was to also 
raise funds for the local North Devon 
Hospice. With this in mind, Alison came up 
with the idea of a knitted Christmas Tree, 
which just so happened to be 25 feet 
tall, and composed of green sleeves. She 




Knitting should be fun, 
enjoyed by everyone - it 
should be seen as an art form 
and not ‘just’ knitting 
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tells us that the project was only intended 
to be local, but holiday makers visiting North 
Devon soon became inspired and took home 
leaflets dotted around and it wasn’t long 
before green knitting was arriving from all 
over the country. 

From this success, Alison’s knitting group 
formed and helped her with the construction 
of the tree. It was exhibited at her local 



shopping centre, Atlantic Village in Bideford. 
She beams when she tells us that over the 
2005 Christmas period more than 300,000 
people saw the display. “Coach parties from 
as far away as Southampton and Wales 
came just to see the tree and everyone was 
very generous with their donations. The tree 
went on to be displayed at The Eden project 
in Cornwall and the NEC Birmingham.” 



Over 1,000 knitters 
were involved and the 
Gingerbread House 
took over one year to 
complete 

THE NEXT PROJECT 

You could be forgiven to think that Alison 
would stop there, with the finished tree 
(which had taken nine months to complete 
and became even taller at 30 feet with a 
huge knitted Angel) but her knitting elves 
consisting of over 700 knitters caught the 
bug and asked “what next?’ 

The next challenge was going to be 
even bigger as Alison and her friend Ann 
came up with the idea of a life-sized knitted 
Gingerbread House, fully furnished and with 
a candy garden. This time Alison wanted 
to challenge her knitters to knit more 
creatively, in three-dimension and to have 
fun with the design. This project was mainly 
to raise funds for Great Ormond Street 
Hospital, although when it was first displayed 
locally also raised money for the local 
Hospice again. 

To co-ordinate such a task, Alison wrote 
to all her original knitters and this time 
over 1,000 people became involved. The 
Gingerbread House took over a year to 
complete and then toured around the UK 
as a major exhibit at the ICHF Creative Craft 
shows. It went global and subsequently 
it was been exhibited in Paris and also for 
three weeks in Bangkok promoting a major 
Thai knitting project: the ‘Let’s Knit for The 
Need/ project organised by the Bangkok 
National Hospital. 

By this point Alison’s projects had raised 
an incredible £20,000 for the North Devon 
Hospice and £1 7,000 for Great Ormond 
Street Hospital and the question ‘what 
next? had been raised once again. This time 
Alison decided on something even more 
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adventurous, which she called ‘Above and 
Below The Waves’. 

A NAUTICAL THEME 

This was to be a 30-foot long structure, which 
the public would be able to walk through 
(undersea) with the outside being the cliffs, 
beach, sea and all that went with it. This time 
the RNLI Train one to save many* campaign 
was the chosen charity. 

This project took two years to complete and 
involved around 2,000 knitters from around 
the world. Alison’s brief to the many knitters 
involved was to simply ‘knit on the theme of 
the project and use their imagination.’ Once 
again she had an overwhelming response with 
knitting from all over the UK and other parts of 
the world. A vast array of sea creatures arrived 
in every shape and form and one outstanding 
item she tells me was a Puffin. “It was sent 
from Hong Kong and amazingly the lady who 
created him came to the Appledore 
Arts Festival in Devon when the exhibit was first 
shown!” It took Alison and her team of local 
knitters five months to sew and construct the 
finished exhibit and this has also toured the 
United Kingdom. The total raised so far for the 
RNLI is £17,000. 

Not only has Alison ignited knitting interest 
in others and encouraged creativity, but within 



Alison and her 
mother have made it 
their mission to get 
children to learn how 
to knit and have spent 
a lot of time teaching 

all these projects Alison and her mother have 
made it their mission to get children to learn 
how to knit and they have spent a lot of time 
in various schools teaching and encouraging 
the youngsters to get to grips with yarn and 
needles. The response, she explains, has been 
very rewarding and a local Devon school in 
Bradworthy created an enormous sea monster 
called Nemesis for the project. 

THE LATEST CREATION 

And that brings us to the concept for 
Alison’s latest big project. It is called The 
Big Books’ and will take the form of three 
very large books, each up to eight feet high 
with illustrations and text. On this occasion 
Alison has decided to incorporate all forms of 
textile craft: knitting, crocheting, felting and 
embroidery are to be included. 




The first book relates to Mythology, the 
second is to focus on Nature through the 
seasons and the third will be Science although 
the planning for this final book is still in 
progress. Alison tells us that there is still time 
to get involved. If you are interested and would 
like further details and view pictures and some 
patterns head to the AII2Knit website 
www.all2knit.co.uk where you can find out 
more by clicking on the ‘New Project’ tab or 
alternatively you can contact Alison by email 
on alisonC^all2knit.co.uk 

It isn’t surprising to see such interest in 
Alison’s original and creative visions from 
knitters around the world as each installment 
is fresh and imaginative whilst challenging 
everyone’s knitting ability and on top of that 
raises funds for charities. We can’t wait to see 
‘what’s next?! 
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FEATURE 

ColourTheory 




N o wonder so many of us 
have trouble in deciding 
which colours to use in 
a knitting project and 
ultimately end up using 
the original colour scheme suggested by 
the garment designer. 

Don’t fret though, deciding on your 
project in terms of colour can be as easy 
as 60-30-10. Don’t believe us? Take a 
look at colourwork projects that appeal 
to you, whether in books or online and 
you’ll notice that the ones you like the 
most are almost invariably divided into 
percentages of 60-30-1 0. Why this works 
is anybody’s guess, perhaps it is the 
human tendency to see an overall theme 
in the 60% hue, unifying the colouration. 
The 30% provides visual interest and the 
10%, not unlike jewellery, provides that 
little glint of sparkle. 

Colour can affect the mood of a 
garment, giving you that ’love it so 
much I want to wear it every day’ feeling 
- and with zingy colour very much in 
vogue at the moment it is easy to feel 
overwhelmed with which hues and tones, 
let alone colours, to choose. 

Often colour selections naturally come 
late in the design process, but it is an 
aspect which has a huge affect on our 
perception of the finished item, and can be 
so personal, so start looking around you 
as to what pleases your eye and how the 
colours ortones have been combined. 

Over the centuries artists have spent 
hours, days or weeks debating about 
which colours suit the particular piece 
they are investing their life energy into at 
the time. And we knitters, and crocheters, 
are exactlythesame, and wantto have 
the same guidance for our painting in yarn 
colours for our own masterpieces! 

Colour itself has three dimensions: hue, 
value and saturation. All are important 
in selecting or discarding colours for our 
palette of choice. All the colours we see are 
made up ofa very small palette -red, blue, 
yellow. Even black (which in some circles 
wouldn’t be classed as a colour) is made 
up ofa combination of intensely dark, or 
saturated, red or blue. 



BACKTO BASICS 

Before we talk about colours that work 
together, let’s go back to the basics! 

Primary Colours: These are the three 
main pigment colours (red, yellow and 
blue) that can’t be formed by combinations 
of other colours. 

Secondary Colours: These colours are 
formed by mixing primary colours, giving 
us orange, green and purple. 

Tertiary colours: When a primary and 
secondary colour are mixed, we get yellow- 
orange, red-orange, red-purple, blue- 
purple, blue-green and yellow-green. 

These colours can be seen to best 
effect in the colour wheel (above), a 
traditional symbol used originally for art. 



but now is used in a lot of other design 
mediums. It was originally developed by 
Sir Issac Newton in 1666 and has been 
developed over time to the more familiar 
colour wheel we know today. It is not just a 
picture, however, it is incredibly useful! 

Colour is more than just a blend of 
pigments, however, each colour has 
different grades that can be broken down 
as follows: 

Hue: This is our pure colour choice: red, 
blue, green, etc. 

Value: This is how light or dark the colour 
is, how close to white or black the colour 
appears to be. Whether you’re looking at 
delicate pastels or rich, lush hefty versions 
ofa colour basically it’s the same colour 
with different Values’. 



Playing with hues, values and saturation can completely change 

the look ofyour finished piece 



J C 
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Saturation: This refers to the intensity of 
the colour, saturated colours are strong, 
bright colours, low saturated ones have 
considerably less colour ending up 
looking grey and then ultimately white. 

It’s within this saturation that we find the 
often referred to ‘tone’. This really refers 
to a hue with grey added to it, or ‘toning’ 
the original down. 

HARMONY OF COLOUR 

Colour, when used harmoniously, is 
pleasing to the eye. It can create calm, be 
balancing, and just seems to ‘work’! Where 
it clashes, it can be over-stimulating, 
chaotic and harsh. Where it blends too 
well, it can be unexciting and, well, frankly 
boring! There are several formulas (don’t 
worry, no taxing maths involved!) that can 
help in colour selections. 

Analgous combination: These are hues 
that sit alongside each other on the colour 
wheel (see example, right), using primary, 
secondary and tertiary colours - for 
example, blue, blue-green and yellow- 
green. You may thinkthe colours would 
blend to a less than thrilling mix, but 
where one of the colours is used more 
than others, it creates a harmonious and 
polychromatic mix. Acolourscheme made 
up of analogous hues is less contrasting 
and can provide a rich look, and is often 
viewed as a classic sophisticated palette, 
whichever colour or hueyou use. 

Complementary combination: Take 
two colours, directly opposite each other 
on the colour wheel - whether primary, 
secondary ortertiary. Maximum contrast 
is created, but they are stable. This is a 
contrast often seen in nature. It works 
well, producing vibrant combinations, 
although it can be jarring if used over 
a large area but works well for making 
elements stand out. 

Tertiary combination: This is also known 
as a Triadic combination. If you draw an 
equilateral triangle from any point on the 
colourwheel, the three colours found at 



each pointwill be your palette. If using 
primary or secondary colours, these can 
be a rather raucous mix, but fun! 

Split complimentary combination: 

This is a variation of a complementary 
combination, but instead of takingthe 
colours opposite each other, we use the 
main colour and the colour either side 
of the opposite colour (forming another 
triangle). It has good visual impact, but is 
a bit quieter. Take care with this one, as it 
can be tricky to get right sometimes! 

Rectangular combination: Here, four 
different colours are picked, one from 
each section of the colourwheel, forming 
a rectangle. It includes both warm and 
cool colours, and works very well where 
one colour is dominant and the other 
three are supporting. 



Square combination: Similar to the 
rectangle, but forming a square instead. 
As with the rectangle, one dominant 
colour is preferable. 

COLOUR CONTEXT 

It is not just the colour choices that have 
an impact on thefinished design, but also 
the placement and ratio. Colour behaves 
differently when placed nextto another 
colour. Red, on it’s own, well, it’s just red! 
Pop it against a white background and it 
can appear a little dulled, but against a 
black background? All of a sudden it really 
pops! Up against orange, however, it can 
start to look a little murky. 

This leads us back to our 60-30-10 ratio 
of colours. A highly saturated colour is 
best chosen for the 10% of the project as 
a ‘jewel’ which will draw the eye. Fair Isle 
designs often use a single stitch within 



Where colour clashes, it can be over-stimulating, chaotic 
and harsh. Where it blends too well, it can be unexciting and, 

well, franklyboring! 
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ColourTheory 





a pattern repeat and this is ideal for a 
jewel colour- it can just as easily be a 
saturated monochrome ratherthan a 
vibranttone; a black within a palette of 
greys and whites, for example. 

Colours, or hues, can also be 
recessive or dominant. The balance 
between these two is vital in the 
overall effect of your finished piece. 
Dominant colours tend to keep their 
hue when placed amongst a variety of 
other colours, recessive colours tend 
to blend and happily mix with other 
colours to create a background. 

Fair Isle designs traditionally 
appearto have one colour forming 
the background and one colour 
forming the ‘figure’ or design. Playing 
with hues, values and saturation can 
completely change the look of your 
finished piece. Saturated colours 
appearto dominate with de-saturated 
colours receding and appearing in the 
distance, orthe background. However 
colours which are closer together in 
theirvalues appearto cling together 
and alter our perception of the form, 
or pattern. 

Play with coloured pencils and 
squared paper- play with your 



Swatch 3 - Complimentary 




Swatch 4 - Complimentary Reversed 




chosen colours and see what appeals. 
Ultimately nothing is wrongand 
sometimes we have to step outside 
of our comfort zone to find a new and 
wonderful colourcombination. 

Colour perception has a spectacular 
emotional effect on all people, think 
of the Sistine Chapel, in the Vatican 
City. Michelangelo’s use of colour 
is breathtaking- and the Japanese 
tourist will see it in very much the 
same way as the Norwegian visitor 
would. The combination of those 
colours will produce the same 
emotional states. 

This sounds complicated but truly 
it isn’t! Go and pull together a bundle 
of various coloured items, whether 
it’s yarn or other objects from around 
the home, and play with them using 
the colour wheel as a starting point. 
Next you could try colouring in 
the greyscale chart (right) before 
swatching, if you like - and you’ll soon 
start to see what combinations work. 
We can’t all be a Michelangelo, but 
with a bit of courage and planningwe 
can be create something beautiful 
ourselves and turn knitting into the 
true art form we all know that it can be! 
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Post Room 



Welcome to our post room^ an opportunity for 
you to comment on Yarnwise^ swap stories^ ask 
questions or share your top tips. 

Email heleni^tailor madepuhlishing.co.uk with 
your letters - wed love to hear from you! 



Wrapped up 

Mary-Jane Murray got 
in touch with us about our 
new name and the missing 
WPi section ... 

"I love the newsletter, and am 
so glad the magazine has 
changed name. I wondered if 
there was a reason you have 
stopped giving WPI (wraps per inch) against theyarns 
used in the patterns? I used to find it a useful shortcut 
when knitting hats or socks or other small items 
from odd balls in the stash. I am now FORCED to knit 
a tension square, which seems to take a ridiculously 
long time! Other than that the magazine is great as 
ever, love the tutorials particularly as they are aimed 
at everyone. Keep up the good work!” 

Thankyou foryour email and we are pleased you 
like the newsletter (which anyone can subscribe 
to for free on our website). We like the new name 
too; we think Yarnwise suits it perfectly now -our 
readers, designers and contributors are 'wise' 
a bout ya rn a nd it gives us scope to write a bout a 1 1 
yarn-based topics Including spinning, hand 
dyeing and more. We're pleased to hear you're 
enjoying reading the magazine as much as we do 
putting it together. 

We are having a trial period with leaving out the 
WPI - not all yarns have WPI listed on the ball 
bands or yarn databases, and they can be difficult 
to work out sometimes as we don't always have 
theyarns in the office. We know that WPI is useful 
forhandspinners, but if enough people would like 
this information back, we'd be happy to include it. 




Ideas for a wedding 

Susan (aka PeariCabie on 
Rav) ieft a message on our 
Raveiry noticeboard 
recentiy and we just had 
to share this with you. 
“Whenever I thinkthe next 
issue can't be betterthan 
the last, amazingly, it is! 
Can't wait to getthiscopy [Issue 57] and I hope 
the subscribers' copies come early again this 
time. I like the oversized jumper on the cover, 
though the way the weather is at the moment; 

I'm not makinganythingforthe near future that's 
too baggy to fit under a raincoat! Love the Spring 
Shawl too. Could be just right for my niece's 
weddingthis April. 

“I love Yarnwise because the patterns are 
exciting and the articles interesting and 
informative. Most other magazines read like an 
advertisement so I rarely buy them now; it is so 





FairlskFirsts 



Meg emaiied us to 
showcase her knitting... 

“While finishing the over-committed 
Christmas knitting list, I needed an 
inspiring projectto launch into as soon as 
the festive season was behind us. When I 



Crawford 'wartime' V-neck 
sleeveless sweater pattern on 
the suggestion of the very helpful 
lady at Jamieson & Smith. Suffice it to say, 
I'm now hooked on Fair Isle knitting, and I 
have to thank Yarnwise and Elizabeth 



sawthe Vaasetter beret and mitts on the 
cover of the December issue, it was love at 
first sight. I wasn't even fazed by never 
having ever done Fair Isle before. 

I thoroughly enjoyed knitting this - the 
idea of the 'Heritage' wool appealed to me 
very much anyway, being very interested in 
history. Buying the recommended yarn 
from Jamieson & Smith makes me feel that, 
in some small way, I'm supporting British 
wool and traditions - besides, it was really 
'comfy' to knit with, very soft on the hands. 

“I'm now planning more Fair Isle projects 
-I have already bought the new Susan 



Lovickfor inspiring me (and getting me 
through Christmas). Itwould be great to 
feel that others may feel as encouraged 
to 'try something new'. You have a great 
magazine, I lookforward to reading it 
every month." 

Thankyou foryour email Meg, we are 
thrilled you tried out a new technique 
and it has turned out beautifully. For 
thosewishingtogiveFairIsleagofor 
the first time be sure to read our 
reviewed book The Very Easy Guide to 
Fair isie Knitting by Lynne Watterson 
which will be in our May issue. 



frustrating to buy a magazine only to find 
that it consists of reprints of patterns which 
are available commercially.” 

Thankyou for the kind words Susan, we 
work hard to make sure everything that 
goes into Yarnwise appeals to our readers 
and we Include as many original patterns 
as possible. Where we feature extracts, 
they are from books we love and we 
always try to get a reader offer for you. 
We'd love to see your Spring Fever Shawl 
(by Mary Triplett) once you have knit it 
and hope your niece's wedding is magical. 



Value for money 

Jenni Conoiiy from East Lothian sent us a 
coiourfui version of the Copper Beech 
Scarf (soon to be showcased on our 
Gaiiery pages) and had this to say... 

"Yarnwise is byfarthe best knitting magazine 
I have come across, inspiring, interesting and 
informative and cheaper than my son's 
monthly supply of Beano comics!” 

We couldn't be happier, thankyou foryour 
feedbackjenni; we are delighted you are 
enjoying the content! 



D) 

0 

CQ 




WIN with Bergere de France! 

• Our Star Letter wins a pattern for the Cache-CoeurCabourg 
wrap cardigan from the Lovely Summer collection by Bergere de 
France, with all the yarn needed to make their own. The RRP of 
the yarn (Cabourg, £3.55 per ball) and pattern book ranges from 
£24.70 to £30.40, depending on the size made. Congratulations 
to Megwho is this month's winner! 
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Yarnwise 

Reserve your copy at your newsagent 
or subscribe, call us on 01202586848 



❖ TUTORIALS 

❖ INTERVIEWS 

❖ BOOKS 

❖ INSPIRATION 

❖ FEATURES 

❖ KNITTING NEWS 

❖ REVIEWS & MORE! 



CLAIRE ANDREWS 

On knitwear design and 
catwalk fashions 



USING FABRIC 

How to edge knits in 
gorgeous fabric 



QUICK KNITS 

Make our stunning stash- 
busting desk set 







by knitters, for knitters ^ 



PATTEWdS 



Make Liz Lovicks 
stunning 



legacy of Elizabeth 



m SPRING 
^MEWARE 

ake Melanie Porter’s 
gorgeous bright 
lampshade 



Community 






NTS ^ GREAT DESIGNS ^ BLOG SPOT 



Digital subscriptions start from 
as little as £15.99 for 6 months 



Available on the 

App Store 



Available on the 

Google play 



pocket .com 



Available on 

'PC&Mac 
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GLOUCESTERSHIRE 




Muy 



Wool 
Haberdashery 
Gifts 



Wools 



SIRDAR : STYIECRAR : ICATIA : OPAl SOCK 
JAMESCBRETTrOCUIEBUSS 

e COUEG€ STREET. GlOUaSTER Gil 2NE 

01452 529538 

wwwjtn 4 uwooit. 0 o.uk 






BUCKINGHAMSHIRE 



Tlo(Zy Nm^ble/ Tl9im?ble/ 

We stock Rowan, Artesano, 
Manos Del Uruguay, Debbie Bliss 
and Noro Yarns, plus KnitPro and 
Brittany needles. 

KNIT NIGHT 

every Wednesday 7pm-9pm 

ID Well Street, 
Buckingham MK181EW 

Telephone 01280 822236 
www.nimble-thimble.co.uk 
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HAMPSHIRE 



VJUK SH S^IQJ Wtoxo)!!^ 

Drop in Knit & Natter group 
Monday & Saturday Free of 
charge 10am-2pm 



ALLABILITIESWELCOME | 



12 Wayte Street • Cosham 
Portsmouth • Hampshire 
^ P063BS 

5y^o©M©©n®tinw®®IlSo©®ot!i^ 
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We are a coiiiplelely 
i pri VHtely 

urwiv.-d busiiieiis wbicLi 
ispeeialuHi'S in flic 
sellijij^ kiiittiii!* wools 
on the market, trading 
for 30 >icars. 

20 Tile St rand, 
Derby DEi iBE 
T; 0t3.se ai&SOiO 
3S1744 


WWW. Strand wools. co.uk i 


HAMPSHIRE 







FOR ALL YOUR 
KNITTING, 

SEWING & 

CROCHET NEEDS 

8 Market Street* Alton 
Hampshire *GU34 1HA 

Tel: 01420 541977 
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Crafts b^he Seai 

Knitting, Crochet, Felting, 
Sewing & Mixed Media 



Courses & f^ojec^s 
for beginners 8rkg)Pi9y(0rs 



c rafts_bythesea@y ahTO . u k 

07548 51 4 i 
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IRELAND NORTHERN 



GRANDMA'S ATTIC 

WOOL • DOLLS HOUSE • HABERDASHERY 



The Old National School 
The Commons Belleek, Co. Fermanagh, 
BT93 SEP, N. Ireland, UK 

www.grandmas-attic.co.uk 
tel: 028 6865 9955 



LINCOLNSHIRE 



The Stitcherl) 

Main stockists of DMC, Anchor, t 
Patons, Rico Designs, Adriafil, / 
Patchwork Fabrics, Gutermann / 
Threads & YU Threads. / 

The Stitchery • 1 2-1 4 High St 
Ruskington • Lincolnshire • NG34 9DP 

tel 01 526 832131 
www.thestitcheryonline.org.uk 



(UNCOLNSHIRE )_ 



OXFORDSHIRE 



One of the largest selection of knitting 
and crochet yarns in Lincolnshire. 
Plus haberdashery, quilting, jewellery 
findings, craft kits for all ages 
and much much more... 



Open 9.00am - 4.30pm. Mon - Sat. 
Closed all day Wednesday 



25 North Street | Horncastle | Lines 
01507 522659 



( SCOTLAND 




SIGN UP FOR OUR 
jfV^OP/llt NEWSLETTER 

Large Range of Designer 
Yarns, Handmade Crafts 
Including Knitwear, 
111 * III Buttons, Handmade Toys. 

Specialises in 

Above the Old Pantry, 

The Square, Aberlour, AB38 9QX 
Open T uesday - Saturday loam - 4pm 

Tel: 01340 881749 

www.threebagswool.net ’ ■ 



SURREY ; 

CARSH L , RAFT 

BEACON GROVE, HIGH ST, 
CAR5IIALTON SM5 IBA 

Larjie range i >f Wools a\ailahlc 
Beginners Crfichet Class Tuestiays 
I Oani- i 2 pin 

Frienflly adviee a.Uvays available 
Plus so much more 



.t a rjs h.a i-® fl L 



(NORFOLK V 




for a fabuhxis range of yum$, 
patterns a?!cf accessories 

KniiPro Symfimie Knitimg 
Needles and Soft Touch 
Crochet Hooks 
lOo's of Crochet paltejns 
fuU Haberdashery range, 
Cross Stitch & Tapestry 
Fahrk & Quilting department 

MurK^-l rVji‘1- m^vrhani. 

r-:.' f 

rJ 'r/’U*. tf: / ■; Lrffr-i .rtF uk 



( WALES SOUTH )_ 



K&l 

CRAFrS 

For all your crafting needs 

Shop online, or phone your orders on 01633 872619 or visit our shop at 
Unit 16 inshops, The Mall, Cwmbran, Gwent, NP44 IPX. 

Open 9am to 5.30pm Monday to Saturday. 

We stock all your crafting needs plus Embroidery & Needle crafts. 
Jewellery accessories. Haberdashery, Sirdar, King Cole & Style Craft yarns 
plus many others. Fabrics and Cake & Sugar craft accessories 

Visit our Website 

www.caricraft5.co.uk 



( NORTH S0MERSET}_ 



To advertise please contact 

Julia O'Gorman on 01279 505438 

or email: 

julia@tailormadepublishing.co.uk 
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WOi fSi P rXERNS 

FOR > TINC & CROCHET 

KNITTINO AND OKOCHE T WORKSHOPS 

STOCKISTS OFe robin, WENDY, 
KINC COLEJAMI-LS C BRE I'f, TWIIJ J3VS 
& PATONS 

Tl.t Niillnll knaJ, W'ldlnll iliUlkcr M..,. iswxw; 



Tel: 01934 649 S 49 H 



SOMERSET 

Mandy 

Wools . , 

tha traiillituTaf IVDOJ shop'?'? 
rttara 



fsrns — Patterns — Hatvrdashary 

frOfn... 

' Dabble Bliss, Jamas Bran, 

^ Wamfy, - Sfri/mr, 

- King Cota. - &tyIaarsTi 

and many more . . . 
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Visit Dirr beautiful Shop in Becfale 
Where we stock a gorgeous range 
of designer yarns. We also stock 
an exciting range of patterns, 
needles and accessories, 
'new jersey' for everyone who 
loves to knit. 
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Patience of a knitter 

Rhian Drinkwater reveals the truth all knitters know - we don’t have 
patience, we have knitting instead 



» I wouldn’t have the patience for that." 

I Haven’t we all heard this? Maybe in a 
queue, ora doctor’swaiting room- 1 hear 
it from my husband all the time. Non- 
knitters seem to thinkthat we must have 
massive reserves of patience in order to 
plough through all the knit-stitch, knit- 
stitch, ya mover, knit-two-togethers... 

We know the truth, of course. Knitting 
doesn’t require patience, it gives 
patience. Put me in a long checkout 
queue atthesupermarketand I will hum, 
haw, sigh and generally give evil looks 
to the person in front of me with the 
overflowing trolley. Put a nice stocking 
stitch sock-in-progress in my hands 
and I’ll be surprised when I look up a few 
minutes later to discover it’s already my 
turn. Oops, should have got my purse out 
- now people are giving me the evil looks. 

Knittingturns all that ‘dead time’ into 
productive time -though it does mean 
I resentwasted time even more than I 
used to. “I can’t believe I’m stuck here 
without a WIP! I could get at least one 
row done on that cardigan in this time!’’ 
Sound familiar? It reminds me ofwhen I 
got my first job as a teenager- suddenly 
all those purchases that seemed so 
essential didn’tfeel so important when 
measured in how long it would take me 
to earn the money. It was an important 
lesson that taught me the value of a few 
pounds; knittingteachesusthevalueofa 
few minutes. 



Of course, you need to choose the 
right project for every situation. ‘Vanilla’ 
socks are perfect for odd snatched 
moments; waitingforthe cash machine, 
waiting for a file to load, on hold to 
the bank... No thought or preparation 
necessary, just knit, knit, knit, round and 
round, and they’re also nice and small. 
They’re not ideal for longer time periods 
though; do you really want to be stuck 
on a four-hourtrain journey with nothing 
but knit, knit, knit? (Disclaimer; this is a 
perfect way to meet a tough deadline 
- 1 always recommend enforced away 
time when tryingto finish something 
you’re finding dull.) In general, a train 
journey might be a good chance to make 
some headway on a simple lace shawl 
orcabled sleeve -something to keep 
your attention, but nothingthat’s going 
to get completely ruined when you’re 
interrupted by a ticket inspector. And 
again, they’re fairly small, much to the 
relief of the man sitting nextto you. Just 
try not to poke him with your needles. 

In general, you need ‘patience’ 
projects to be small and portable, 
otherwise things can get out of control 
and yarn can get seriouslytangled. When 
you’re at home, though, anything goes. 
Forced to sit through Toy Story 3 for the 
two-hundredth time byyourtoddler? 

Get cracking on that blanket. Does your 
partner enjoy watching a sport that sends 
you to sleep? Pull out that lacy jumper 



^ Rhian Drinkwater 

iSh is a knitting 
' designerand 
journalist 
who blogs at 

thecraftygeek.blogspot.com 



and make serious headway (maybe put 
some earphones in first and listen to 
an audio book). As I said last month, I 
believe in having a variety of projects 
on the needles and this is exactly why. I 
don’tenjoysittingthrough a three-hour 
film with nothing but a sock, and I’ve 
learned I get funny looks when I pull out 
a seamless chunky pullover in the post 
office. You need to keep on top of each 
project’s needs, though. I still shudder 
slightly when I rememberone particular 
morning spent sitting in a cafe waiting 
for the garage to be done with our car. I 
pulled out a cardigan I’m working on for 
my husband, confidentthat I was now 
finally goingto make it past the ribbing 
and get a decent chunk of the bottom 
of the sweaterfinished. I finished the 
ribbing, glanced at the pattern... and 
realised I needed to change needle size. 
And I didn’t have the larger needles with 
me. I thinkthat morning, my husband 
learned I didn’t really have a lot of 
patience after all. 
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spring is just around the corner! 



Be 



Gift cards now available!., 
details on our website 



Creative 

with YEOMAN YARNS 



CANNELE 4PLY 

mercercised corded cotton 245 gr cone; 55 colours 

SOFT COTTON DK 

soft matt cotton 450 gr; 22 colours 

PANAMA IN DK 

Easy Knit Panama 50 cot/ 50 ac DK & 4ply 
DK 100 gr balls; 18 colours 
4ply 500 gr cones; 30 colours 

COTTON CLUB 

4ply soft cotton, aran, linen/ cotton and 
craft; cotton. Natural and colours 

ALL these are on our website or call or e-mail with 
your address for a free colour card. 

yeoman-yarns .co.uk 

Our prices ALWAYS INCLUDE UK POSTAGE... 
NO NASTY HIDDEN EXTRAS! 

AU available NOW on mail order. View on our website 

below with our full yarn range. 



36 ChurchiU Way, Fleckney LE8 8UD 
Tel: 0116 2404464 

Email: sales@yeomanyarns.co.uk 
Web: www.yeoman-yarns.co.uk 



Fashion Note; 

CheniUe is coming Back! 
We offer 18 Cols in 4 ply 









fesano 



Definition 
Sock Yarn 



Definition Sock Yarn is a blend 
of machine washable Merino wool 
(for softness and polyamide (for 
strength). Beautifully spun for the 
maximum stitch definition in all 
of your knitting and crocheting 
projects. The yarn comes in l&O 
gram hanks which are each 400 
metres long, so most sock arid small 
projects can be made 
one hank. 



+44 (0)118 950 3350 
www.artesanoyarns.co.uk 
www.artesanogarn.de 
info@artesanoyarns.co.uk 



Artesano Ltd 

Unit G, Lambs Farm Business Park 
Basingstoke Rd, Swallowfield 
Reading, Berkshire 
RG7 1 PQ 



